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” prints, 


RARE HAVE examined your Perfors 
ads N 


mance: The Importance of the Ti- 


rioſity, which the Peruſal of your 
Piece moſt miſerably diſappointed; 
but when I was told, who the Gen- 
tleman i is, you addreſs it to, I was greatly fur- 
prized at your ſtrange Preſumption, in offering 
your Work to a Gentleman, the . moſt capable 
of obſerving the Weakneſs and Contradictions 
in it, and 5 muſt heartily deſpiſe you. for 
troubling himſelf, and the World, with your 
wild  Reverics 320 Subject of ſuch lere 


8 ſet out, Sir, with what you. mean, I ſup- 
| poſe, for a Compliment to . this Gentleman, 


when you accoſt him in the following manner; 


* ou are no leſs eminent for your unaſfected Zeal, 


*% than you are for thoſe . Abilities and Party 


4 tohich have already made you an Ornament to the 
128 rent Council of the Nation, and which” in you 


ave. the peculiar Grace of being the early Di-. 


tie F your Tos Now, Sir, tho Lam 


tle, I muſt confeſs, . rais'd my Cu- 


127 1 


13 


far ao Cavilling, yet 1 Sol it it not improper 


to inſtruct you a little in Good-manners; you 
are then to be inform*d, That it is no Compli- 
ment, to tel] any Gentleman that he is eminent 


fer his Zeal, unleſs it be accompany'd with 
Knowleage ; nor are you more fortunate in the 
latter-end of your Speech, in acquainting him, 


that Abilities and Parts in him have the pecu- 
lar Grace of being the early Diſtiuctian of bis 
&« Huth.“ For Hot to mention, that if the Di- 


ſtinction of any Gentleman for his Parts be earh, 


it muſt nece/arily be in his Youth, ſo that there 
is . in this; 1 muſt tell you, Sir, 


that this Gentleman's Diſcovery of Parts in his 
Youth, is not a Diſtinction peculiar to himſelf; 
for it is what is common to many other young 


Gentlemen - but the peculiar Diſtinction of his 


Youth, is the Maturity of his Judgment, and 
that manly Knowledge and Reaſoning, which 
accompanies his Parts, and rarely appears in 
Gentlemen of his Age; this, Sir, he is juſtly 
remarkable for, as well as for the Steadineſs of 


his Conduct, and the amiable Sincerity of his 


Friendſhip, which you have aukwardly call d 
his anaffected Zeal. 


| Bat paſſing from theſe ee Spe, 


6 proceed to examine the Snbftance of your 
Work; 3 and here I am abundantly at a loſs for 


Deſign in it: Is it ſecretly to reproach the 


late Minifter for not attacking the French, whom 


you affirm to be without any conſiderable Re- 
venue, Credit, or Commerce? And are you, 


Sir endeavouring to inſinuate Accuſations 
againſt him, and addreſſing them to that Gen- 


tleman, 


a. =”) & IJ a N 


e 1 Sau mand roar at. - —_ 


1 = 
tleman, who has eminently appear'd his Friend? 
If you deny ſuch an Intention, let us then know 
your Drift ? If you fay, that it was only fimply 
to ſtate the Weaknels of France; you ſhould 
have confider*'d the Inferences, that the World 
will thenee naturally make; nor is the Inſigni- 
ficance of your Performance any Argament 
againſt this; for it is evident that much Miſe 
chief has been done within theſe few Years, by 
the uagraut Pens of the moſt wreiched Scrib- 
bers. 8 8 | | 's 


It will perhaps be faid in your behalf, by 
thoſe, who muſt acknowledge your Piece to he 
very ill-judg*d, that you had certainly no De- 
ſigns of this Sort, and could never intend to 
affront the Gentleman you addreſs yeuricit to; 
| however unfortunately your Diſcourſe is direct- 
ed; though this, Sir, may be the only Excuſe 
that can be made for you, and if the Innocence 
of your Intentions ſhould be allowed you in 
pity, yet you muſt ftand evidently. convicted, 
and acknowledge yourſelf guiky of a moſt 
flolid and artheſs Oftentaiion, which has thus led 
you to expoſe your Talents to the World. | 


The Aukwardneſs ard Impropriety of your 

Compliments being thus diſpacct'd, and the na- 
tural Tendency of your Work being plainly 
hid open, whateyer your Deſign was, or per- 
haps your want of Deſign, I am next to exa- 
mine the Performance itſelf: And firſt, as to 
the Revenue of Fance, which you have collect» 


ed, you ſay, from another Work, I ſhall admis 


it for the preſent fo à juſt Account; and 


from 


( 4+] 
from thence I proceed to your State of the 
Credit of France: Here, after telling us, Page 
the gth, that the French are leſs fond of Titles 
and Honours than formerly; you inquire, Page 
the Toth, into the other Reſources of the 
French Crown; and you obſerve, that, Though 
« the Grown ſhould have no Effects to purchaſe 
« Money, yet Money may be procur d upon 
* Pledges, and they are either real or imagi. 
« nary; according to this Diſtinction, ſay you, I 
« make Jewels a real Pledge, becauſe they are a 
& real or actual Security for Money in the Hands 
«© of the Lender: Now I doubt not, but you 
plumed yourſelf here, upon your diſtinguiſhing 
Faculty ; and it is really a notable Diſcovery of 
your own, that there is any difference between 
Effects and real Pledges; Fewels, you ſay, are 
real Pledges, becauſe they are a real and actual Se. 
curity in the Hands of the Lender: And pray, 
Sir, are not Jewels Effects too, for the ſame 
Reaſon? No, ſay you, they are quite different 
things; the Crown may have Fewels, and yet 
it may have no Effects; though theſe Jewels 
are a real Security in the Hands of the Lender: 
How could you deliver ſuch Stuff to the Gentle- 
man you addreſs yourſelf to? I am apt to be- 
lieve you have produced your own Effelts here, 
inſtead of the King of France's. 


You go on to conſider the Public Credit 
of France, and ſay, Page the 11th, © The no- 
* torious Violence and Injuſtice, with which the 
« Proprietors of State-Securities were treated 
* during the Regency of the Duke of Orleans, 
* bas fo branded the Public Faith of that _ 
1 „ e : »> mM, 


J 


1 dom, that it is impoſſible there can be any ſuch | 


6 "thing there Ig" as public Credit. 


« And yet, 2 you, I am inforn'd the Govern 
ment, not many Months ago, had Money ad- 


« wvanced both by Foreigners and Subjects; if *tis 
« true, it muſt be entirely owing to the Cardi- 
&© nal*s perſonal Credit with the Bankers and 
& Financiers, whoſe Confidence he has gain'd by his 
&« Punttuality hitherto in Pecuniary Tranſattions 
& and that poſſibly would in ſom? meaſure ſupport 
« the Government, if his Eminence was a little 
& younger, but confi dering his great Age the Influence 
«* of his Adminiſtration upon Affairs at this Time, 
muſt be weak in Proportion to the "ORR $hort- 
& neſs w its Duration.” 


; Here, Sir, is nothing but a String of Con- 
tradictions; for the Subſtance, of what I have 
quoted, is no other than this; you aſſert firſt, 
That it is impoſſible there ſhould be any public 
Credit in France, and yet that the Government, 
a few Months ago, borrowed Money of Subjects 
and Foreigners; but, ſay you, this muſt be en- 
tirely owing to the Cardinal's Perſonal Credit, 
and yet that conſidering his great Age, his In- 
fluence in ſuch Matters muſt be very weak; that 
is, there can be little Perſonal Dependence upon 
him: For God's ſake, what are we to under- 
ſtand by all this? You- aſſert, that there is not, 
and that there i Public Credit in France ; and 
that- the Cardinal from his Pun#uality muſt 
have Perſonal Credit, - but from his great Age 
cannot have it; You have here, Sir, moſt 
plainly diſcovered your ONT ; here are ſuch 

Hyber- 
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Hybernian Effets, ſuch real Pledges in the Hands 
of the Reader, that it is impoſſible to doubt 
your being of the NAT To. 


Jou ſay next, The abſolute Power of theCrown 
& 7s a Reſource that ſtill remains, and indeed whers 
« the Government is Abſolute, and the Glory of the 
« K:ng the principal Object, there is but litile Alten- 
tion to the Miſery of the People, any otherwiſe 
4 than to proportion the Efforts of the State, to their 
« utmoſt Ability of Suffering: But to compute 
« what Sums of Money that will produce, is as 
& difficult, ſay you, as it is to eſtimate the Pati- 
tc ence of an enſlaved Nation; However difficult 
it may ſeem, Sir, to eſtimate the Patience of an 
enſlaved Nation, the Patience of the French un- 
der the Extortions of their Monarchs is pretty 
eaſily computed; it is indeed that Matter in 
your Book, which appears the leaſt diſputable 

of all others; though, it ſeems, you are quite 
unacquainted with it: Have you not ſtated the 
Exceſſive Amount of Lewis's Debt, and af- 
fimed, Page the 157h, that it aroſe to above 
176 Millions Sterling? The Intereſt of which 
was above 8 Miltons, 8 Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum; when the Income of France, 
now in its recovering Condition, is no more, as 
you ſay, than about 5 Millions and an half, and 
when this Income in the Tear 1709 was not 
quite two Million Sterling. N 


Have you not likewiſe mention d the Conduct 
of the Duke of Orleaus, and his Method of 
reducing and cancelling the Properties of the 
French People? And can you doubt of the Pa- 


. trience 


C91 
tieuce of this Nation, when the Glory of 
their Monarch requires it? Is it not known 
that after the Year 1709, the French King 
made greater Efforts, than ever; and both 
in Spain and in Flanders brought more nu- 
merous and better provided Troops into the 
Field than before? You are not therefore, Sir, 
to eſtimate the Power and Ability of France, if 
ſhe be either piqud or piſſo d, by the neat 
Amount of certain Taxes; for that Monarch 
is Maſter of the whole Property of his King- 
dom; and as long as there are Men, Money, or 
Proviſions in France, he will never be in want 
of Reſources; and utterly diſregard the Suffer- 
ings of his People, when they Land in Compe- 
tition with his own Ambition. 


This, Sir, even ſuppoſing your Computations 
were right, would utterly deſtroy the Argument 
you draw from them concerning the Weakneſs 
of France; Errors, of the ſame ſort with yours, 
were continually propagated in King ##/:Uliam's 
and Queen Auus's Wars; we were then every 
Year told, that France could continue the War 
| but one Year longer; and we had ſuch authen- 
tick Accounts of the Miſery and Diſtreſs of 
that People, that it ſeemed really amazing how 
the French King could obtain any Supplies for 
the next Year ; we knew that had the Caſe been 
the ſame in England, the People here would no 
longer have endured it, and that no King af 
England could have ſupported a War under ſuch 
Circumſtances. And it was common among us 
to call Lewis an old Bankrupt ;, and to ſay, as 
you do, that he was many Millions worſe than 

1 So nothing : 


BR 
nothing : But ſtill he came out every Year with 
freſh Forces; and the wiſeſt amongſt us, tho? 
they abhorr'd the infamous and mean Conceſſi- 
ons to France at the Treaty of Utrecht, yet were 
never averſe to an honourable Peace with that 
Nation; and were far from deceiving them- 
felves with Notions. of the Weakneſs of the 
French King, though they were ſenſible of 
the Miſeries of his People; they knew that 
there was no conquering the Monarch of 
France, nor any ſuch thing as exhauſting his 
Strength, whilſt there was any Property or 
People left in his Kingdom. 


- This being ſufficiently underſtood by Gentle- 
men of Diſcernment and real Knowledge, you 
extremely diſcover your own Weakneſs in trou- 
bling us with the old threadbare Aſſertions of 
the Imbecillity of the French Crown. If you 
would have done this to Purpoſe, you ſhould 
have ſhewn, Sir, that the abſolute Power which 
Lewis had formerly over his People, is limited and 
reſtrained at preſent ; this would have really 
prov'd the Diminution of the French Power, 
and convinced us that their Crown was depriv'd 
of its former Reſources. 


But I come next, Sir, to examine your Ac- 
counts of the French Exports to England and 
Holland; you tell us Page the 22d, that Mr. 

Fortry makes the Value of all the Goods export- 
ed from France to England, to be 2,600,000 /. 
per Annum; and that it was computed, about 
the ſame time, that the general Exports from 
France to all Countries were 6,750,000 J. as 
| you 


af all a2 4 a. —_— 7 © 65 ts 


© 
you had this from the Britiſo Merchant, Vol. 
the zd, Page the 232d, 1 ſhall readilv admit it: 
But immediately there follows an Obſervation 
of your own, in theſe Words, Page the 22d, 
bat is very remarkable, France was all this 
* while without Merchants, and without Shipping ; 
« The French were only Factors to the Dutch, 
4% who carried on not only the For ergn, but eden 
* rhe coaſting Trade of France in Dutch Bottoms.“ 


Had you conſulted the Britjjh Merchant, 
he would have told you the direct contrary 
to this; you will find, Vol. I. Page 274, the 
following Words, Yoſt 2unntities of French 
&« Goods were ſold in England &y Commiſion, 
« ſo that the Property of theſe Goods was never 
* ont of | the French Merchants, before the 
* Sake of them in this Kingdom, and therefore 
* % were obliged to pay to France not only the 
*« Fatue of the Goods in that Country, but the 
Adventure of them into England; this is 
* known 10 have been the Caſe of ell their wrought 
* Sills and a great Part of their Lins ; they 
* were fold in England by Commiſſion,” 


Tou fee, Sir, that Fronce was ſo far from be- 
ing without Merchants, that her Exports to Eng- 
land, which were more than one third of the 
whole, are here expreſly declar'd to have been 
chiefly 61d by Commiſſion, on account of her own 
Merchants; and doubtleſs this was in ſome mea- 
dure the Caſe of Holland, though perhaps not in Þ 


great a D 3. but, Sir, admit it was other- 
— lan fi chat the Huch Paght | 
the Commodities of France from the French 
Growers or Makers, and of courſe fold — for 
W 1 7 5 eir 
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their own, that is, for Dutch Account; were 


the French therefore Factors to the Dutch ? 
You want to be inform*d, Sir, that Factors are 


ſuch as are employed by Merchants to diſpoſe 
of their Goods abroad; thus between England 


and France in the Diſpoſal of French Commo- 


dities, the French were the Makers and Mer- 


chants too, the Engliſb only the Factors; and 
between Holland Kt France, if the Dutch bought 
the French Goods, and fold them on their own 
Accounts, then the Dutch were the Merchants, 


and the French only the Makers or Growers : 


But the Dutch were not Factors to the French, 


though the Dutch might be their own Factors. 


Thus, if File Linens are received, and . 


by any Perſon in London on Account of the Irifo 


Makers, this Perſon is only their Factor; If he 


receives them and vends them on his. own Ac- 
© count, paying the Makers a certain Price for 


em, Who are no way concerned in the Sale; 


then this Perſon is the Merchant; But the 


Weavers at Autrim in either Caſe are by no 
means Factors; no more were the French to the 
Dutch : 1 have dwelt longer on this, than I in- 
tended, but i have done it for your Inſtruction, 


at the fame Time that 1 am giving 1 a ne 
able Correction. | 


You next give an Encomium upon Monſieur 


Colbert, Page 5 24th; and after recounting his 


Merits 11 add, ** Theſ, e Things naturally give one 
"66 4 hig 


Opinion of the Z alent 7 fo able a Miniſter. 
he 4. *; limited are the Views and Speculations 


«© even of the greateſt Stateſien in Regulations of 


« e ibe Meaſures be Jook o extend the 


7 « Trade 


\ tr} 


« Trade and Navigation of France were attended 
« with Conſequences fatal in the end to her Ma- 
„ nufattures ; the high Duties on foreign Mer- 
« chanaiſe and foreign Shipping, laid on by the 
« Tariff of 1664, and increaſed by the Tariff 
&« of 1667, provok'd foreign Nations to do the 
« ſame, and of courſe to atiempt the Manufac- 
« tures of ſuch Commodities, as they had hitherto 
« been entirely ſupply*d with from France; Thus 
the Ruin and Deſtruction of the French Manu» 
factures, you here attribute to the Provocation 
that was given to Foreign Nations, by the high 
Duties in France upon Foreign Merchandiſe and 


Shipping. 


Whereas in a Page or two afterwards you aſſign 
the Ruin of the French Manufactures to ano- 
ther Cauſe; for you ſay Page the 26th, 77 
« ſeems Proſperity has in itſelf the Principles of 
« its own eſtruction, Lewis intoxicated with 
« good Fortune, began a moſt barbarous Perſecu- 
« tion againſt his Proteſtant Subjects; above 
half a Milkon of whom, you tell us, fled out 
of his Kingdom with their Effects and Induſtry ; 
And you add, Thus the Bigotted Tyrant tore 
up the Roots of his own Power ;”* It ſeems 
here then, the Ruin of the French Manufactures 
was owing to the Perſecution of the Proteſtants, 
which you attributed before to the Provocation 
which was given to Foreign Nations. 1 


But before you have done with this Buſineſs 
you aſſign a third Cauſe for their Ruin; 
which was Lewis's engaging in a bloody and 


fatal War, againſt the principal Powers of 
une ih u ſcarce ended; you fay, bedr, E 


— ' — —ꝛ—ͤ——— —-— Pn — 
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Fay 
engaged in another more bloody aud more fatal M. 
than the , fatal War; upon which you thus 
determine, Page the 27th, * The long Interruption 
« of. Trace occaſioned by theſe Wars, and the Su- 
&« perierity of the Maritime Powers at Sea, al 
« moſt entirely ruiwd the Munufactures of the 
% Kingaom.”” Here, the Ruin of the Frenb 
Manufactures is aſcrib'd to a third Cauſe, viz. 
the ill Conſequences of theſe Wars. 


If you had attributed their Ruin to all theſe 


three Cauſes together, I ſhould not have ob- 


jected; But when after you have ruin*d them 
once, you ruin them a ſecond time, inde 

dently of the firſt; And again, after they have 
been twice deftroy*d already, you kill them a 
third time, by a new Circumſtance ſeparate from 
the two former, I could not avoid obſerving it; 
and the rather, becauſe I apprehend you are here 
diſplaying your Law, =. ; according to the 


Language of Zetminſter-hall, e e the 


French Manufactures, till they are DE Ab, 
PEan, Dear: I muſt tell you, Sir, upon 
this Occaſion, that I deſpiſe Cavilling, as much 
as any Gentleman; but really in Performances 
upon theſe Subjects, the Reader has a right to 
expect ſome Accuracy, and muſt be excus'd if 
he ſhews a Reſentment, upon being difap- 
pointed by a flimiy incoherent Performance. 


The next Stroke of your Pen is the Calcula- 
tion of an finite Loſs. of Men, which you 
Jagely determine to be 1,425,000; The Gre- 
auh of your ſetting about this, and your man. 
5 of clearing your way, are maſt admirable; 
You. Ry, though Jeu ug om a Galealation 


- 


. 
is 
this fort, you wall yet venture ta attempt ity 
he Reader will divert himſelf with the nata- 
ble Computation Page the 27th, 28th, 29th, 
This Loſs of 1,425,000 Men out of the French 
King's Armies you fu to have ariſen by 
the Sword, Sickneſs, and Deſertion. Now, Sir, 

that there was, a conſiderable Loſs of Men by 
the Sward, I ſhall readily allow, But as for 
Sickneſs, no more are to be put down, as laſt by 
this means, than the Number which died by the 
extraordinary Hardſhips of the Service, and would 


not have died, had they been out af the Army. 


And as to your lat Article of Deſertion, 
I ſhall allow no Lok at all for it; for the 
French Soldiers either deferted from the French 
Troops to the Confederates, or back again into 
France. In the firſt Cale, if ſome of the French 
Soldiers deſerted to the Confederates, ſo did 
many of the Confederate Soldiers to the French, 
by whom they were particularly encourag'd ; 
ſo that theſe may fairly be placed againſt each 
other. And as to the ſecond Cate, if the French 
Soldiers deſerted from their Regiments to 
' France, it is evident, Sir, this was no Loſs of 
Men to that Natias.. gm. | 


All this while, what you have heard from 
Bs ON VE Wi that at the ars. 

a Campaign, they gene compute their 
Loſs at one fifth Part by e os , Aicknels, 
and Defertion, may be in general Juſt z For 
| they only inform yay, of the Loſs to their 
Regiments, and not of the Laſs to che King 

dom. A whole Company of any Regiment in 
England might deſert, which however was | 


* 


F 
be no Loſs of Men to the Nation: The extra. 
ordinary Deſtruction of Men by the Severitie; 


of the Service, was all that you wanted, and all 


that is to be imputed to Lewis Armies: — But 
this you was not able to diſtinguiſh. 


As to your Imagination of the Loſs by De. 
ſertion, I cannot but extremely pity your Weak- 
neſs in it; How comes it that you have no Notion 


of a Man's deſerting again into his own Country? 


Fou expatiate next upon the additional Miſ. 

chiets of this Loſs in the following manner; 
e So great & number of Men the moſt vigorous 
& and robuſt being cut off from the Stock of the 
« People, without replacing themſelves to their 
« Country by an honeſt Propagation, is in ny 
« humble Opinion a Loſs ſcarce to be repaired ;” 
This, Sir, 1 preſume, 1s your own Suggeſtion, for 


you have ſcarcely been acquainted by Gentle. 


men of the Trade, of their il Succeſs in Pro- 
pagation; And without deſcending into Parti- 
culars, and telling you, that many Soldiers dic 
old, and after they have done with Propaga- 


tion; that moſt of the others, which die 


younger, have exerciſed themſelves, and pro- 
bably with Succeſs, in this manner; I ſhall on- 


ly declare in general, that it is a moſt infs- 


mous Scandal upon the French Soldiery: And 
as you have not excepted our own Army from 
the fame Imputation, whom their worſt Ene- 
mies have allow'd to be a ſtanding Army, I 

doubt not but they will reſent it in general, 
as a Diſhoneſt Reflexion upon their Abilities 


E J : 
and Courage. 
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I I ſhall paſs over your Account of the arbi- 
trary Alterations in the French Coin, by the 
Command of the Regent; but as to the Bank- 
Bills, which you ſay, Page the 33d, he was in- 
duced by the Allurements of ſo great a Treaſure, 
to ſtop the Payment of, it is notoriouſly untrue. = 
The Regent, Sir, as well as Mr. Law, the Pro- 
jector of that Bank, was very deſirous of fup- 
porting its Credit, which he did as long as 
*twas poſſible ; but the true Caſe was, the im- 
menſe Sum which was emitted in Bank-Bills, 
was more than the Caſh or Specie in the Bank 
was ſufficient to circulate; eſpecially upon any 
extraordinary Draught; ſo that the Bank, be- 
ing unable to ſtand the Shock of the leaſt 
Panic, was ſuddenly broke; but contrary to the 
Deſire of the Regent, who ſaw that the Public 
Credit would be ruin'd by that Accident; and 
did his utmoſt to avert it; yet you very un- 
fairly charge him with “ /uffering ibe Allure- 
« ments of ſo vaſt a Treaſure to prevail in his 
„Mind, againſt the Sentiments of Juſtice and 


8 


I ſhall paſs over at preſent your Accounts of 
the Improvements of ſome Articles of the French 
Commerce, Page 36th, which I ſhall hereafter 
obſerve upon; but I come now to your Parti- 
culars of what ſhe has loſt in her Commerce 
with England; the Total of which Loſs you 
make to be at preſent 1, 880, 00 l.; after havin 
deducted 200,000 /. for Cambricks, | 10,000 7 
for French Paper, 200, ooo l. for French Wine, 
and 80,000 J. for French Brandy, which we ſtill 
pay them annually according to your Account; 
in 


[26]. 
in all 490, oo0 J. So that, according to your 


Computation, our Imports from France a. 
mounted formerly to 1,880,000 and 490,000 /. 


in all 2,370,0001. per Anmm. 


Now, Sir, though I ſhall not ftand upon 
Trifles with yon, I cannot but obſerve that, in 
the Article of Brandy, you charge the Amount 
formerly imported to be 4000 Tons per Anmm, 
ata ed. per Ton, which ariſes to 160, ooo l. and you 
allow the Quantity lately imported to be 2000 
Ton per Amum, which, at 407. per Ton, 3. 
mounts to 80,0007. ſo the Amount of the 
Loſs to Frence in this Article, W bee en 
Henke: of it. is 300 U Auuualy. 


c Bat from 5 Sir, do you calle, that 
the Prime Coſt of Brandy was formerly 40/, 
per Ton? If you lonk into the ſubſequent 
Scheme of our Trade with France, as compu 
ted in 1674 by the moſt eminent and know- 

lerchants, . who could not be miſtaken in 
the Price, you will find that Brandy is there 
charg'd at 20/7. per Ton; and likewiſe in the 
Account of the Commiſſtoners of the Cuſtoms 
of the Imports from Fraxce into Explang, from 
 Micheelmas 1685, to Michathnas 1686, Brandy 
is likewiſe charg'd at'»20 J. per Ton; ſo that 
you very unfairly charge it at double chat Value; 
and the Article of Brandy, admitting your own 
Number of Tons to be imported, and that the 
Price is ſince rais d to 40. per Ton, will ſtand 
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| Imported formerly Som 7 7} = 


is. "of 


Tons of Brandy per Annum, at 20/ 80,009 


per Ton Prime Coſt, 


Imported now from France 2000 
Tons of Brandy per Annum, at 40/7. 1 {80,000 
ran, 725 i 
Loſs to France, 00,000 


vä—ä— —— 


This Loſs you have charg'd at 80,000 J. per 
Annum, and I mention it only as a Spe- 
cimen of your Truth and AN in ſtating 
Particulars. 


As to the A of Wine, it is charg· d by 
the Merchants in 1674 at 12 J. 105. per Ton 
Prime Coſt, and by the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms in 1686 at 17/. 105. per Ton, which 
therefore being the higheſt Value, you have ac- 
cordingly charg*d it at, without taking any 
Medium between them; however it is lucky 
that you happen'd not to double it, as you did 
in the Caſe of the Brandy. But theſe things, as 
I ſaid before, are Trifles, and I only take notice 
of them at the firſt Glance of FOR Account. 


rr Sir, 1 ſhall now more thoroughly ex- 
your Account of what France has loſt in 
ommerce with England; and here, Sir, 1 
45 you with the groſſeſt Ignorance, in tak · 
ing no notice of the 1 e of France to 
„r D England 3 


” 7 o 
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* 
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England; for, to have ſtated this Loſs juſtly, 
you ſhould have deliver'd the following Ac- 
counts, TS. 


- 
* 


0 | 
1, Of what we formerly paid to France, 
What France formerly paid to England, 


And the Difference between them, being in fa- 
vour of France, was the Balance ſhe gain'd for- 


Again, you ſhould have ſtated, 


2. What we now r 
What France now pays to England; 


And the Difference between theſe being ſtill in 
favour of France, is the Balance ſhe now gains. 


And laſtly, the Difference between the former 
Balance in favour of France, and the preſent leſs 
Balance in her Favour, is the preſent Loſs to 
France in her Commerce with England. 


The Reader will, T hope, excuſe the formal 
Particularity of theſe Articles, which was ne- 
ceſſary to expoſe your want of common Diſcern- 
ment: In ſhort, what was requiſite from you, 
Sir, was to have ſhewn the Difference between 
the former Gain of France from England, and 
her preſent Gain; which Difference in her Dis- 


favour is her preſent Loſs. But what have you 


Gone?” "Why, Sit," you lave win only, 


What 
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[19] 
What we formerly paid to France. 
What we now pay to France. 


And the Difference of theſe you deliver as 
the Loſs of France, without ever producing a-- 
ny Account of 55 W 


What France formerly paid to England, 
And what ſhe now pays to England. 


From this monſtrous Omiſſion 1t is, that you 
make out ſo exceſſive a Loſs to France, beyond 
what was ever ſuggeſted yet, by thoſe who have 
carried it the higheſt. 7 FOE | 


If France formerly had taken no Goods from 
England, and if ſhe now took none, then in- 
deed your Manner of ſtating her Loſs would 
have been juſt; This Loſs to her would then 
have been, the Difference between what England 
paid her formerly, and what England now pays 
her ; But when it is known that France former- 
ly paid to England, and ſtill pays, very con- 
ſiderable Sums, for Goods imported thither 
from hence, it is very plain that theſe Sums are 
to be deducted from the Demands of France 
upon England: And it ſhews how ſtrangely 
you miſtook your Province, when you meddled 
with Figures, ſince, after pondering ſo long up- 
on theſe Accounts, you never obſerved this oh | 
vious Circumſtance. VV 


In ſhort, Sir, this will be clear to every one 
beſides yourſelf; that the Difference between the 
2 former 


ag ] 


Former Balance of Trade in Favour of France, 
and the preſent leſs Balance in her Favour, is the 
Loſs of France; | Er 


.. Whereas you, Sir, take no notice of the 
Balance, but only give the Difference between our 
former and preſent Imports from France, without 
once mentioning our Exports thither. 


This want of all fort of Apprehenſion is the 
more remarkable, Sir, in your ſtating theſe Ac- 
counts; becauſe Mr. Fortry, who gives the To- 
tal Value of the French Commodities imported 
into Eugland, according to the Computation 
which was made by the French themſelves, a- 
mounting to 2,600,000 I. per Annum, adds 
likewiſe at the end of it, the French Eſtimate 


of the Amount of the Exports from England to 


France, which was likewiſe delivered to the 
French King, in the following Words. 


« Aud the Commodities exported out of Eng- 


« land into France, confiting chiefly of woollen 


« Cloths, , Serges, knit Stockings, Pewter, A. 
« lum, Lead, Goals, and all elſe, do not amount 
<< to above Ten Hundred Thouſand Pounds à Year 
*© clear Loſs to this Kingdom.” 


So that the Balance in Favour of France, at 
the utmaſt it was ever ſuppoſed, was no more 
than 1,600,000. J. per And had all 
Commerce been from thence entirely deſtroyed 
between us, it was impoſſible for France to have 
loſt more in their Commerce with England, 
than this Sum of 2,600,000 J. per Anmm. 


But 


[ar] 


But you, Sir, by your confounding of things 
together, have deliver'd the preſent Loſs of 
France in this Account at 1,880,000 J. per An- 
num, even though ſhe retains ſtill, as you admit 
yourſelf, à great Part of her former Balance a- 
gainſt us; in the Articles of Wine, Brandy, Cam. 
bricks, and Paper, to the Amount of 490,000 J. 
per Annum ; and if ſo cannot have loſt this 
whole 1,600,000/. but only 1, 1 10, 000 J. per 


Under this remarkable Abſence of common 
Diſcernment, what could poſſibly miſlead you in- 
to the Province of Accounts? You have been 
certainly drawn into this Snare by ſome Per- 

ſons, whom, I ſuppoſe, you have been troub- 
lingat every Opportunity, with your forward Pre- 
tences to a Skill in Figures; and have arro- 
gantly ſet yourſelf forth as ohe knowing in 
the Commerce and Finances of Frante ; upon 
this, I preſume, they have given you' Rope, 
and in order moſt effectually to ſilence you for the 
future, have put you upon expoling your Budget 
tothe World 995 gr ps, nm have faitly rid- 
ded themſelves of all your Attacks for the future, 
upon the Footing of a Man of Buſineſs, yet it 
cannot be imagin'd they intended you ſhould 
have fo miſerably entangled yourſelf: However, 
it is certain from what appears in every Part of 
| your Book, that you muſt have been intolerable 
| to thoſe that were open to your aul, and 
| therefore they ſeem to have imitated the Duke 
of Oritanss Management, according to your 


— 


Tak. 


own Account of it, Page the goth. © As the 


c Caſe D deſperate, /o the Remedy applied bas 


* been very vio 


But to return to your Accounts; you pre- 


tend next, Sir, to ſtatè the Loſs of France in 


her Commerce with Holland, where you give 
us an Account of what Holland receiv'd for- 
merly from France, but never a Word of 
the Commodities which France received at the 
fame Time from Holland; though De Witt, im 
mediately after his Account, takes notice of 
theſe in the following Manner; Page 272. 


« Tt is woll known that in France very many 
Dutch Cloths, Says, Linen, Herrings, Cod, 
ce and other Wares, tranſported thither by our 
« Ships, were formerly ſpent there. | 


Theſe, Sir,- you have entirely omitted, and 
only give an Account of the former and pre- 
ſent Exports from France to Holland, without 
mentioning the Imports from - thence. into 
France; ſo that nothing can be more ridiculous 
than your Concluſion upon the whole, that 
France has loſt three Millions and a half by 
her Commerce with England and Holland; 
which you expreſly repeat again, Page the 
49th, where you aſſert without the leaſt Re- 
ſervation, . that © She has loſs three Millions 
% and an half Sterling in ber Trade with Eng- 
< land and Holland.” = | 


Upon this Occaſion 1 could not but ob- 
ſerve a moſt egregious Contradiction in LINE 
| Hing 
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fixing the Meridian of the French Power and 
Greatneſs in 1683: For, Sir, any one but 
yourſelf would have reflected, that in the Vear 
1678, French Goods were entirely prohibited 
in England; this Prohibition took place the 
21ſt of March 1677-8, and continued from 
thence till the 16th of June 1685. You mention 
your ſelf the Act for this Prohibition, Page the 
5th; and likewiſe the Repeal of it in the Be- 
ginning of King Fames's Reign, Page the 58th: 
You likewiſe mention, Page the 37th and 58th, 
the Benefits of this Act to England; you fay, 
« The Effetts of it were immeatate and happy.” 
And again, During this flouriſhing State of 
« our Commerce, Murmurs and Complaints ceas'd, 
« Rents advanc'd, and Induſtry meeting with its 
« juſt Reward, new Manufactures were daily ſet 
tc up, &c. 37 5 


Did you never apprehend, Sir, all this while, 
that theſe Benefits to England were 1Miſchiefs to 
France? Or, to uſe your own Expreſſion Page 
the 62d, that, Whatever England has got, 
“ France has laſt. And as the Prohibition en- 
tirely excluded, even what we now receive 
from France, her Loſs therefore amounted to 
1,880,000/, and 490,000/. per Annum; in 
all 2,370,0007. per Annum, by your own Ac- 
count; yet, at this very Time, you repre- 
ſent the French Kingdom to be making 
new and exceſſive Acquiſitions in Power 
and Commerce; your Words are, Page the 
25th, In 1678, France made the Treaty of 
* Nimeguen with a Superiority as mortifying to 
* her Enemies, as it was glorious to herſelf. To 

| cc the 


24 


& the Glory of her Arms foe added an extenſrue 


<« Trade, and, by that means, to the Enlargement 
© of her Deminions ſhe continued to add a dai) 
& Increaſe of Riches and Power; ſuch, ſay you, 
<« was the happy State of France in 1683: Her 
e then 1 fix the Meridian of the French Great- 
| 1855 a x Glory,” You were, doubt. 
leſs, exceſſively happy upon having acquitted 
yourſelf of Ne” har Flourthes and, 

in the Pride of your oratorical Triumph, ne- 
ver reflected upon your fixing the new Ac- 
quiſitions to the French Power and Greatneſs, at 
the very Inſtant when France was loſing al 
Commerce with England: But. you ſee, Sir, 
that your Proſperity, like Lewis's, bas in itſelf the 
Principles of its own Deſtruftion, 


1 return again to your Accounts, where 
J find, Sir, that you have not juſtly de- 
hvered either Foriry's Account, or the 


Scheme form'd by the Merchants in 1674, 


or the Account from the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms for the Year ending at Michaeimas 
1686, or any of the Accounts of the Inſpeor- 
General, relating to the Commerce between 
England and France; but different Pieces of ſe- 
veral Accounts, extracted without the leaſt 
Judgment, and which can ſerve no poſſible 
Purpoſe but to ſhew that you were incapable of 
Judging or making a right Uſe of any; but, 
without detecting the particular Errors in moſt 
Articles of your Account of the Imports from 
France to England, which, would be almoſt an 
endleſs Labour, I ſhall here preſent to the Rev 
der, firſt Mr. Fortry's genuine Account of "os 
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Particulars imported into England from France 
in 1683, which he introduces as follows 


« This Particular not long fince was s delivered 
« in to the King of France, upon a Deffen he had 
« fp have forbidden the Trade between France 
an England, ſuppoſing the Value of Engliſh 
Commodities ſent into France, did ſurmount ' 
« the Value of thoſe that were way etc 
„Hilber. 


i. 4 There are tran 3 oof} A 
France into England grea! 
« Quantities of Velvets plain and | 

« wrought, Satins plain ang 
* wrought, Cloth of Gold and Sil. & 150,000 
« ver, Armopſins, and other Mer- | © 

« chandiſes of Silk, which are 
« made at Lyons, and valued to | 
« be Hear worth | 


z. „In Silks, Fuße, 7; offaties, Pa. 
ce duaſoys, Armoyſins, Cloths of 
« Gold and Silver, Tabbies plain "Ca 
and wrought, Silk Ribhands and \ 300,000 
«* other ſuch like Stuffs as are made 
«af Tours, valued to be worth . 
* by the Year above e . 


— 


— 


g. „ In Sik. Ribbands, Gallons, 
« Lace, and Buttons of © Silk, 


« which are made at Paris, Rouen, > 150, oo 
„ Chaimoynr, St. Eftiens in Fo- N 
« reſts, by the Tear, about 


8 E 4. 4 
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4. * 11 great Quantity of Serges, 
6c 0 are made at Zane 


5 Chartres, Eſtamines, and Rhe- 
ins, and great Quantities of 


L. 


% Serges . at Amiens, Cre- 30,000 


« vecouer, Blicourt, and other 
%% Towns in — ks the Thar } 
155 above — — — me 


5. In Beaver, Demicaſtor and Fell. 
&« Hats, made in the City and Sub- 
« urbs of Paris, beſides many o- 
„ thers made at Rouen, Lyons, 


6 * In Rae Bets, Girdles,\. 


* Hatbands, Fans, Hoods, Masks, 
« Gilt and. wrought Looking- 
« Glaſſes, Cabinets, Watches, Pic- 
« tures, Caſes, Meaals, Tables, 
c Bracelets, and -ather fuck lite 
66 2 Mare, . 4e vs a- 
„ p0Ve — — - 


& Tortois-ſhell-Gombs, and ſucb & 
285 like, by the-Year, about 


— 
8 2 Pins, Needles, Bar- Combi, 
29,090 


8. „In perfum d and trimmed Gloves,” 


« that are made at Faris, Rouen, . 
cc Vendoſme, -Clermount, and - 


« ther Plazez;y the Year, about | 


\ 


8 % 4 


\ 120,000 


& and other Places 7 the rege 
* n — — þ 


150,000 


10,000 1. 


9. « J 
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9. In Papers of all Sorts which . L. 
c are made at Auvergne, Poic- , 
e ton, Limoſin, Champaigne, , 200,950 
And Normandy, by the Year a- 


— — 


66 bove 


10. „ Sorts of Ironmongers | 

« Wares, that are made in For- 10 

„ reſts, Auvergne, and other 9 
& Places E. the Year, about | 


A In Linen Cloth that is aa | 
in Britany, Normandy, as w 
 &. courſe as fine, there is tt 1 
« ed into England, by the 
8 abo 


2 hb Houſhold-Stuff confiin of » 
« Beds, Matraſſes, Coveriids, .- © 

“ Hangings, Fringes of of Silk, nde 7999000 
% other Furniture by the Tear above | 


12. * In ines from Gaſcoigne;Nan-) | 
„ tois, and other Places by the 
« River of Loire, and alſo from 
e Boutdeaux, Rochelle; Nantz, & 600,000 
Rouen and other Places, are 


400,000 


* tranſported into England by the 


0 Tier abo — 8 


14. « Ih Aus Vite, car, Vinegor,) 1 85 
«© Verynite, and ſuch" lite by the p 100,008 
wa 125 15175 ge a n . we, 


* 
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15. « In Safes, CaPtle-Sope, r 


— 
r 


uc, Almonds, Olives, Capers, ( A 5 


. Bofules foe ar fit Iundred #ifc) -* „„ 
« {els of Sali, loaded at Maron, | 
Rochelle, Bouage, the Ile of 
<< Oleron, and Ie of Rhee, tranſ- 

« ported into England and Hol- 

land, of @ very great Value, Jo Y, 600, oo0 

« that as by: this Calculation it 

eee aoth appear, that the very year- 3% 
<< by Value of ſuch Commodities as | 

6 are tranſported from France to | 

85 England, amounts to about — if Joo ———— 


| « Aud the Commodities 8 0 my Eng: 

"& land into France conſiſting chiefly of li oollen 
« Cloths, Serges, Knit-Stockings, Lead, Pewter, 
% Mum, Coals, and all elſe, þ ana amount 10 4. 
« bove Ten Hundred Thouſand Pounds a Yer 
« clear L 10 this Kingdom. 580 


© © This Auen Which Mr. Forty Seen 
makes the Balance in Favour of Fran 
1,600,000 /. per Annum. But it is generally 
thought to have been carried too high, both in 
the Accounts of the Imports and Exports ; for 
no Accounts from the = au; of Kingdom 
© after adding to. theſe, the fulleſt , — for 
all ſmuggling of French Goods, —— aroſe to 
near the Sums he has ſtated ; nor has it ever 
© appeared, wy the moſt ſtrained 1 ues 
that 
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Loxpox, 29 Nov. 1674. 
A SCHEME of the TRADE, 
1. it is at preſent Carried on 1 
Between England and France, 


In the Commodities of the Native Product and Manufacture of each Country; Calculated, 
as exactly as poſlible, in Obedience to the Command of the Right Honourable the 


Lords Commiſhoners for the Treat 


to their Lordſhips. 


Duan- | C = | ; | Amount 
= ommodities E xyorted from England into France. of 
Particulars. 
— . —— — — — — — 
Moollen and Silk Manu factures. 
| OED „„ 
354 | Pieces of Norwich Stuffs, at — 2 00 o per Pe. 708 © © 
5564 | Pieces of Serges and Perpetuanas, at 2 10 © | 13910 O © 
2288 | Pieces of ſingle Bayes, at ——— 2 00 ——| 576400 
166 | Small Minikin Bayes, at ——— 6 000 — 996 O © 
466 | Small double Bayes, at! — 4 00 — [ 1864 O © 
2140 | Dozen Mens Worſted Hoſe, at — 2 co o — [ 4280 0 0 
832 | Dozen Mens Worlted Hoſe, at 1050 ——| 104000 
1170 | Dozen of Childrens Hoſe, at —— o 8 —— 468 O © 
400 | Yards of Flannel, at — — 0 0 — 20 0 © 
1200 [C. Goads of Cotton, at — 900 — 10800 O 0 
112 | Long Cloths, at 10 oo © per Cl. 1120 0 © 
42 Short Cloths, at o 336 0 O 
829 Spaniſh Cloths, at — 15 000 — 12435 0 © 
97 Double Northern Dozens, at —— 5 00 — 485 0 © 
6g | Single Northern Dozens, at 2 00 0 — 138 0 © 
13 Devon Dozens, at —— — 2 000 — 26 0 O 
173 Cloth Raſhes, at — 5 0 — 865 O o 
6 Penny ſtons, At — —ů— 3 000 — 18 00 
3535 Kerſies, at — —1 15 0 — 6:7; 0 0 
960 lb. Engliſh wrought Silk, at z 00-0 ——] 1920 00 
| 63466 O o 
| This is the full of what was Exported, according to 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Books in the Port of London, 
from Michaelmas 1668, to Michaelmas 1669. And 
| for all England we calculate one Third Part more. | 
Amounts in all to ee e , omrgraA 
Since 1669, the Exports, as we conceive, are dimi- 
niſhed, and not increaſed. 
2c00 | Fodder of Lead, at — 12 © © fer Hd.] 30000 o o 
6000 | Hundred of Tin, at — 0 0 fr 24000 0 © 
100 | Tuns of Allom, at ——— —. 24 0 0 per lun. 2400 © © 
Calves Skins and Leather ——— oo 9090 
Several Sorts of Skins, Glew, Lanthorn Leaves, Butter, 
Copperas, Old Shoes, Sea-Coals, Tobacco-Pipes, |. 
Gloves, Red-Lead, Linſeed, Candles, Iron- Ware, 
Haberdaſhery Ware, and other trivial Commodities, 
which may amount per Annum to —ʒ—wꝓ⸗. | 20000 © © 
; 
Balance gained by the French from us Yearly, beſides 
the Toys, Gloves, Laces, &c. re] 5 


| 


Total Amount | 
W- 
- Exports. 


$4621 06 08 


86400 oo 00 


171021 06 08 


965128 17 04 


1136150 04 oo 


| Quan · 


{ittes. 


| Pieces of died Linen, at 


Commodities Imported into England from France. 


* 


Linen and Silk Manisfactures. 


„„ 
Pieces of Lockram and Dowlas, at -- 6 oo o per Pc. 


Hundred of Vitry & Noyals Canvas,at6 oo © per Hund 


Hundred of Normandy Canvas, at 7 00 6 — 


Pieces of Quintins, at o 10 o per Pe. 
I 00 o 


O 2 0 


Vards of Diaper Tabling, at 


Yards of Diaper Napkining, at — © 1 0 — 
Dozen of Buckrams, at 2 10 O 
Bolts of Poldavies, at 9 
Pair of Old Sheets, at o 5 o 

2 8 8 


Pound of Wroughe Sill, at 


Note, That this Year, 1674, there hath been received 


at the Port of Dover only, as we are informed, 
15000 J. for Cuſtom of Wrought Silk: So that con- 
fidering what may be convey d away privately, and 
that great Quantities are worth from 3 J. to 4 J. the 
Pound, we believe the Wrought Silk may amount to 


much more in Value than what is above. 


——————ĩ— 


Tuns of French Wine one Vear with 


another coſt 12 10 o per Tun. 
Tuns of Brandy, one Vear with 
another, at 20 oo o per Tun. 


Reams of Paper, at — O 5 o per Ream. 
Pes of Pruens, at ̃ — — 4 0 0 — 
Hundred of Feathers —— 5 © © per Hund. 
Hundred of Kidskins —— — 3 0 0 
Weigh of Salt. at — 2 © o per Weigh. 
Hundred of Rozin, at o 8 © per Hund. 
Vinegar, Rape, Cider, Wadd, Cork, Oakam, Sope, Tur- 
pentine, Capers, Olives, Brignoles, Parchment, Win- 
dow-Glaſs, Teaſels, Corn- Fans, Basket-Rods, Box- 
Wood, and Cremor Tartar, which may amount per 


Annum, at leaſt to — 


Beſides all manner of Toys for Women and Children, 
Fans, 


and other Veſtments, which are of an incredible 
Value. . 


5 


Amount 


of 


Particulars. 


y of Commerce with France: And humbly tender'd 


| Total Amount 
of 


Imports. 


J. 
36000 
102009 


„% . 


* 
O O 
1 


0 O O O NO 
000000000 


807250 04 © 


eſlamin-Gloves, Laces, Point-Laces, rich 
embroidered Garments, and rich embroidered Beds, | 


217500 O0 © 


00 0 oo 0 
000000 


111400 00 & 


11 36150 04 0 


—_— 


— . 


— 


—— — 
: 


— 


* 


Manufactures to France, are leſs in Value by at leaſt O 


our Lordſhi 
holding this 


s to reflect thereupon, your Lordihips will 
reaty in Suſpence; this Nation being upon 


by any Treaty. 


To be plac'd Page 29. 


W hereas the Wines, 
beſides an incredible Value of Toys, 


eaſily diſcern the 
the Matter excl 


do not amount to Eighty Five Thouſand Pounds. 


By the Account above, your Lordſhips may perceive, that the Linen and Silk Manufactures only, Imported from Fraves; amount to upwards of 


21 Wooll and Silk Exported from England thither, 
do not amount to Ninety Thouſand Pounds more: 


Three Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Pounds; 


—_ _— 


Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and the Manufactures 
As alſo all other Commodities of the Product and Manufacture of Eng/and Exported into France, 


randies, and other Commodities of the Product and Manufacture of France Imported into Eng/and, amount to upwards of 
rich Apparel, Point-Lace, &c. 80 that it is apparent, that the Exports of our Native Commodities and 


ne Million of Pounds Sterlin „than the Native Commodities and Manuufactures of France, which we receive from thence : And if it pleaſe 


reat Prejudice the Eng/;/4 Nation hath ſuſtained, and the great Advantage the French have, and do daily make, b 
ed Trade thither, while in the mean time the French enjoy all and as great Advantages as they can reaſonably 


John Dubois, 


Patience Ward, George Torriano, 

Thomas Papillon, John Houblon, Benj. Godfrey, 
James Houblon, John Houghe, Edm. Harriſon, 
William Bellamy, John Mervin, Benj. Delaune. 
Michael Godfrey, Peter Paravicins, Tr 


raed nerf en. 


— 


II 
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IN that our Exports to France in any one Year's a= 
| as o near One Million Sterling. 


* 


The next eee I ſhall preſent to the 
Reader, is the Computation of the moſt emi- 
nent Merchants in the Kingdom, in which 
they were aſſiſted by the Accounts from the Of- 
fices; ſo that it may fully be lag ee, upon as a 
very juſt and exact Account; in the Values 
of the or their prime Coſt to England, 
they could not be miſtaken, as this was con- 
tinually within their own . and the 
cue Obyect ect of their. Buſineſs. 

[See the Scheme of T1 rade.] 3 


| be is to be obſery'd that this Schemes 

only the native Products and ManufaBture; of 
each Country, and not the Goods of any Fo- 
reign Country, which were imported from one 
to the other; Of this Sort we received little 
or nothing from France, but we exported from 
hence thuther,”. conſiderable Quantities; theſe 
were —_ ted to conſiſt of the following Ar- 
ticles, as they are ſaid to have been laid defore 
the een by the Commiſſioners of * 


Tf fo the " of fra Goods] | 


2903] 
This Sum of 175,921]. 155. 74d. is to be 
deducted. from the e by the forme 
Scheme in Favour of France; though it i; 
plain that we did not fave all this Sum of 
I71,9217, but paid very conſiderably for it to 
fome other Foreign Nations; However without 
etitring into this, it is certain, that the Balance 
| to be paid from hence to France, according to 
1 the foregoing; Scheme, amouriting to 965, 128 
| 1735. 44. is to be leſſened by the Amount of 
this Sum, which will leave the clear Balance 
upon the whole 789, 207 J. 15. 9d. per Amun 
in Favour of France; But as there were large 
Quantities of French Goods ſmuggled into Eng- Ne. 
land more than were from hence into France, it 
tay fairly be computed that the Balance upon 
this Smuggling in Favour of France, was ra- 
|  _ ther more than 200,000 f. per Annm in 1674. 
| 80 that tlie whole Arcount of our Commerce 
with France will ſtand thus. 


. 5 5. d. 


of 13,130 4 © 


# Clandeſtinely in-) 
MW rted hither to 5 
| 6 dre 5 of 299,000 
: 


above 
Total Amount 5 


— goa * 8 — 


Imports from 
France. 


12 


1,336,150 4 0 


— 


LIS T of Foreign Goods exported from roland t to 2 


from Michaelmas 1686 to Michaelmas 1684, with their juſt 
Valuations or Prime Coſt to France, as ſettled by ſome eminent 
Merchants. | | 
t | | 
1 5 | : Value of Species of Goods | Value or Sum-Total 
f | OE | Quantities. on Board. of Parcels. 
_ | „ „ be, 
ers- Wax 5 3, 588 15 at 4 oo o per ent. 306100 
. dealing Wax | $86 1 o 03 o per]b 87 135 00 
b Cocheneal e 4,767 15 o 18 o per ſb 4,290 0600 
1 297, 590 Ib 3 10 o per Cent 9,299 10 o0 
Indigo 35,812 15 o 05 o per Ip 8,953 O0 oO 
ocker Dying Stuffs | 412,986 15 o OO 6 per Ip 10, 324 13 O0 
reeth Ivory 13, 128 15 9 IO o per Cent. 1,113 1100 
epper 162, 192 15 o ol o per Ip 8, 109 12 00 
i Sugar 1,160,515 1b O 30 o per Cent. 15,542 1206 
t | 
obacco 496,2811b o oo 3+ pef 15 7,237 08 07 
Ginger 9 5 121,520 o 35 o per Cent. 2,172 00100 
Spices and Grocery 136,924 Ib o ol o periſh 6,846 O4 oO 
Drugs 356, 3388 15 O oO 9 per b 1,363 08 05 
Fine Ditto per Ounce 249 O 30 0 Ps 373|10;00 
Cotton, Wool and Yarn 27,450 O OI 2 per 1,601 Ot loo 
Goats and Camels Hair 43,8 1615 oO 03 4 Per Ib 7,302 16 00 
Hides raw and tann'd, per Tale] 14,694 8 Sag O per 3 — 14,694 O00 
offee at 25. we © 
Coffee and Tea 9.599 7 8 ial 4,079 1106 
an Wool 163,052 1b o 02 o per 15 16,305 O4 oO 
deins and Furs per Piece 16,873 Ps. Oo O05 o per Piece] 4, 218 056 [O0 
Callicoes and Muſlins 238, 476 Ps. O 20 o per Piece | 38,476 OOo 
India wrought Silk 8161b o 40 o per 15 1,032 00 wy 
Raw Silk 1,391 15 o 20 o per 15 1,391 0000! 
Fitch and Tar | 43Laſts| 15 oo operLaſt | 645|[00j00}| 
| 72 Tuns] 35 oo o per Ton 2,520 | OO 5 
0Wandry other odd Articles not reducible under any particular Head 7,036 17 (0 
1 F | | 175,921 15 OH 


N. B. This 8 of our Exports of Fa Goals to France, being ſappos'd to 
e as large as in any one Tear; ben Imports from thence being imagined by ſome on 
de other hand to be rather "overealued in the SCHEME, it 15 thought proper, though. + 5 5 
Icy are ſtated for different Years, to introduce this Ls r atſ the fame tne. ien che C 
HEME, and to place them oppoſite to each other. Why IE EAR Ted. 
Io be plac'd Page ze. Cy 8 2g 5 
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Raw 


— — 


oe 


—— OO 


— error «Re 1 


1 
. n 1,336,150 4 © 
Eaported fron hence 10 France, wiz, 


Native Products 
and Manufac-# J. l 
tures of England 171,21 6 8 
to the Amount \ | 
of 

Foreign Goods to 


the Amount of 1 N 


een 2 3 


Difference, being the Balance = 
in favour of France, * 989,207 2 ” 
So that from hence it appears that France 

gain'd in her Commerce with England pins 

One Million Sterling per Aue. 


This was the Opinion of the moſt difrrning 
and judicious Men at that time, grounded upon 
authentic Accounts, and other Informations 
which were juſtly to be depended upon; and it 
was likewiſe confirm'd by 2 Report of the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Trade to his Majeſty 
King William III. dated the 23d of e | 
1697, which thus repreſents: 


4 From France the Importations have. gradually 
' Increas'd from Anno 1670 40 the Beginning of 
| © the late Mar, in Hines, Brandies, Silks, Lanens, 
| © and mam ſoris of other Geods: For though 
* there. was 4 Prolubitiam of French Wine dyring 
. it 225 brought in un- 


* der 


8 nt: 


- 
27 „„ 


— TJ 
« der other Names, and in the ſame Years oy 
*. Exportations thither have decreas'd. The fi 


* Computation that we find of that Trade aud 


in the Books we have in our Cuſtody, in a Re. 

<« port made by Sir George Downing, then ou 
« of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to the Lori 
* of the Privy-Council, then a Committee fu 
* Trade, dated the gib of March, 1675, wher 
«31 calculated, has, in one Year tbere were in. 
e ported from France 


Ai many Silks as amounted to 300,00 
* Linens, - : 5077000 


« Mines, 11000 Tons, 25 gelber com- 9 
ns Brandies, 4000 Tons, d puted at $2 A400 


« Which, with Salt, Paper, Primes: Vi inge, 
e and othir Commodities, upon the firſt Coft in 
% France, amounted in all to 1,136,150. 4. 
Sterling; beſides Points, Laces, and what u 
« brought in privately. © 


« And that our Exports t F rance the Pa 
5 Tear amounted to but 171,211. 6s. 8 d. 


« And although we believe that the Lines and Sik 
are over-valued in the ſaid Report, yet we ſuf 
e poſe that - the Goods then brought in privaith 
(not there eſtimated) and the Increaſe of the In 
* portation of Wine and Brandy after that tim, 
are equivalent to that Valuation. 

For by other Computations we are inform's 
« that Anno 1685, the Wines imported thenit 
e amounted to above 20,000 Tons, and the Bras 
850 dier ooo Tons : Aud by the Receipt cr" 
t 


of 


-— a Fa * ath. „ - 2 pry 1 


h - aA 2a a «= «+ 


(331 
44e N appears; that vo the Tear ending at Mid- 
44 7 1689, "the Imports of Brandies a- 


„munen t 8000 Tue, of which; we. Juppoſes 


« very liitle came then, from am Placę but France; 
«and we are inform d ithat PANE exreedel A 
*: Tale c _ "Ry A 0. ; | Ne þ 
witty | 1 LDF 

4 And: the. Socks gt ine ans, 56485 
4 1660, 1664, and 1667, iucreasd thei Duties 
, our Moollen Goods, and on our Leud, Tin, 
„ Cali, Tobacco, Supary Fiſh, and other Com- 
© modities, which are uſually imported into his Do- 
« minions"; and alſo laid an Impoſitian f go Sols 
« Tournois per Ton on all Engliſn Ships, and 
© reftrain'd the Importation f Mocllen Manu- 
«* fatures to his Ports of Calais and Dieppes 
* a _ Goods to Fn other inconvenient 
. Ard * 3 16867 laid 0 Duties on Wi 

« « Eaſt-India Goods, and reftrain'd their Impor- 
* tation alſo. to ſelett Ports; at the ſame time 
* otherwiſe. encouraging the Conſumption of © the 
« Cloth; Stuffs, Sills, and other Goods: made by 
* bis own People: All which amounted to a Pro- 
*: bibition in many Caſes, in OY Bai Ne 


1 A 5113 36 f I 


$4 


& un. art x Opinion, that woe hav been! over. 
& balanced in that Trade in moſt of the ſaid TO 
"ny Millos er red $63 4.3 Loon 


ti is 3 thatthis Report is 5 up- | 
on the Scheme of our Trade with 5 Which 


14 ** before — the Totals exactly a- 


greeingy 


—— * . 


| ms 3 1 1 2. ; 


And b this R 
grecing; And it is 
concerning that Scheme, that 2 — 


in the Cuſtom « houſe Books, and 


by Sir Cearge Downing, then one of the Commil- 


ſtoners 'of the Cuſtoms to the Lords of the 
Privy-Council the gth of March 1675 ; So that 


the forgoing Scheme of Trade may juſtly -be re- 
lied on, as authentic, for whatitpretends'to:; The 
Particulars. being collected from the Books of 


the n- bet, el, Meir priate! Colt, 
Valuation, calculated by the Merchants ; But 


it is cateſully to be remarked that it pretend 
to no more, than to be, Au Account of the En. 
ports and Imports beueem England and. France 
of the Na T Iv ee ad Manv rac: 
TRENT each Caf 


Upon . I muſt 55 ey eb 
that theſe Lords Commiſſioners for Trade 


pin miſtook this Account, and underſtood 


it to regard our tubole Exports, though our Ei- 
_ Foreign and Plantation: Goods: appear, 
he mn ide of the Account, and by the 

Lite of the Particular, not to be included. 


This Miſtake. has eluted them to declar 


in their Report, that the Amount of our Ex 


rts to France was no more than 171,021 
65. 8 d. for that Year, whereas the: rts of 
our native Praduũs and Mannfatinres „ + 
mounted to that Sum; and our of F. 
reign Goods to about as much more, if we ſup- 
3 to be e owes 


v® 


4 EE I * 6 2 
wks « 4 2 $ % * 2 4 ö 
_ . 8 : 
I 5 8 5 
4 — -% % 


5 EF 


CC 


at this 


1354 
Nor are the French Goods in this Scheme in the 
leaſt over-rated; as the Lords Comtnifficders” für 
1 but on the contra- 
in the Arti wrought Silks, are parti - 
ala declared by the Merchants to be — 
eſtimated; and it was impoſſible they thouk be 
miſtaken in this, which was the chief Object of 
their Buſineſs; Bur without any Suppofition of 
ſuch an Over- valuation, the Amount of the 
Goods ſmuggled from France to England, was 
fiderable, as ſufficiently to anſwer 


E. 
dur Exports of Native and Foreign Goods 


thither; and yet leave to the French, as is declared 


in the foregoing RePorT; a clear Balance 
upon the whole, of gm Million varie 888 An- 


num in their Favour. 


1 fall nert defiver another Acton which is 


entered in the Books of the Cuſtom-houſe, and 


which differs from the Schur, though in- 
conſiderably the whole; But from what 


particulal Cal this Difference has proceeded, 


if there he no * niſtakee ine thie Tear if is aid to 
be computed for, wilt be difficult to determine 
2 > me of time; F ſhall therefore with- 


out further Rema rks preſent it te the Reader; 
An Account be Particatars the Goods 


and Merchanzife exported fram the Port of Lon- 


hs, from Michaelmas rec ts s 


1669. . | 
| 4. — 


 Woollen ele . af 9339 
ene 2 10 "BY 7 — 
een be 
by , | 94580 O 6 


81 Brought 


[" 36 1] 


Broug ht over —_ 04580, 0 6 


275 11 C. at 42 L. 2 11646 15 0 


Tin 996 3 14, 4 od, gl — 3987 10 0 
Allum, 393 C. at L. 1 14 per C. 471 12 0 
| Tamwd Leather, 45 583, valued, 

viz. part at 6d, + at 9d. endF 19146 15 15 0 
Tat 12 d. the Pound weigbt 
| Unrated Goods - - ——— 9990 15 6 
In other Manufaftures and Products 11 8 o o 


6 
by 


Total Amount of Native Products 8 
and Mani factures ee 157,3 23 8 0 


from London to France 
from 1668 10 1669, 


pon of Foreign Goods from London. 


1 


Cotton-woel, 43980 lib. at af 50 1099 10 0 


per Pound. — — d. 
Cotton-yarn, 2361 5 lib. at 12 
per Poul. 8 1180 ” 


Calls, 1914 2 0 at . 
per Hundred. 4 5743. tg 


Goats-hair, 50,977 lib. at 2 5. 


eee . 14 0 
Toba acc, 160,816 lib. at v3. 4 d. 
Per Peend,. eke | 2010. 46 
204 Tuns, at 3ol. — 6120 00 
Sugar, 6080 2 3 at 255. —_ 7600 13 0 
Pepper, 224,859 lib. a 9 * 8432 43 


r Pound, — 
Cs. 7995% Pieces, at I 3 8. 
ri, — I 5996 12 6 


— — 
43281 3 3 
i Brought 


F 


' 0 


4 


Pp © 6 
| Brought over —————— 43281 3 3 
e e d d 1484 3 6 


Goat-skins, 769 et at 2]. per doz, 1 1530 0 
Drugs and all other Geods, —— - 17200 .0. 


Tata! foreign Goods exported ES, 
forge to France. — = 63495 69 
The Total Amount of our Exports to France 

may therefore be thus determined. 5 

Amount of Native Products and | 
Manufatftures exported Hank 151,323 8 0 
the Port of London „%% cs 

Amount of Foreign Goods export- 2 
ed. from the Port London. 


63,495 6 9 


83 
—— —ä — 
„ 


Total Amount of the Exports. of 
Native and Foreign Goods Fx 214,818 149 
from the Port of Londan, „ 

And computing the Value of all? | 
the Native and Foreign Goods 
exported from the Out-Ports, 
at = of the value of what was 
exported . from the Port of | 
London only according to the | 
Proportion Amen them, Vit + 


Total Yalue. of the Exports of Ge: 
all Sorts from England an 286,424 19 8 
; 98 


71, 506 4 11 


France, from Michael mas 
1668 zo Michalmas 1669 — 


— 


An Account of the Imports from France into 
England, from 1668 to 1669, extracted chiefly 
from an Account laid before the Parliament by the 
Farmers of the Cuſtoms. 


Wine 


1 ] 
” 5. 4 


r Silks at leaſt — 1 84254 * | 
Wine, 11,000 Tons, at 12 |. if 
10 5. per Ton - 37,500. 0 


Brandy, 4000 Tons, at 20 2281 


per Ton. — F $0,000 00 
Pager, 189,752 4 Reams fa, bs 09 


ferent ſorts. 
Salt, Rofin, Prunes and Feathers. $2,992 126 


CCC monte eee 13,575 28 


Otber Goods and an $5:677 1 12 1 


Total Value of the Imports 

fęrom France into England, 
form 1668 to 1669, in- 5 5 
cluding the Wines and , 1,193,506. 4! 
Brandy, which are com-l 8" 
puted, according to the 
Conſumption in 1 NW 

Dedu? the Value of the Ex- 
_ from England ly 26.26 rg 
France. ——— 


= + »* JE 1 ——_ 1 


| | 6 — 
gry = Siet, . 
And if to this Balance of 90), os r L jr 
P the Value of the French Commodities 
ſmugg into 1 be added, at thr 
. oF rr per Aunum, 9 
lance, in Favour of Franca, will to be about 
1,100,000 J. per Amum, r 
as can be expected with the Balance by the former 
Accounts. 3 TY 


1 4 


c 


e 


21 


4. Abpraf? of an Account of the Imports aid 
Expbrts to and from England and France from 
| Michaclmas 1685 7% Michaclmas 1686;  <obich 

was laid before the Parliament 11 171 ED LE The Com- 
Morers of the Cuſtoms 2 "ug 


Value of the Importsinto the Port- of Loni $65,146. 0 6 
O 0 i Vale of me Imports into the Out; parts) 

5 lenckpt Deal, Dartmouth, Whithy, and þ 7154293 10 4 
0 0 Milford, fer the Michaelmas Quarter) 

Total Value ofthe Imports from France, 1 WITTY T0 3 3 


2 6 
'2 0 laue AY the Sue, from . Francs for 
24 the ſame Pear, 


3 655 6/4) | 
- except / from the | 
4 2 e e . 

ention'd for the 105,665 7 11 5 


| N — by, 190, 26 16. _ 


$15,288 4 3 


p N 9 


The Balance A « to this Cuſtam- houſe 
Account, in Favour of France, is almoſt 
$850,000 J. per Amum, to which if the Account 
of, the-French Goods Imuggled into Eigland be 

at 200, o00 J. per Annum, tlie whe Bas 
hnce Which was gained by France in her Com- 
WW merce.with Zugland, appears to be about one Mil. 
ul fon Sterling ao Boe ; and all "theſe Accounts 
gree-very; nearly together (except Mr. For 
# TEACH. Account) and- nde f 22 
eſtabliſh each other. 
Ic 


Dr 


—— +s wo 8 
—— 
> * ——— — 
id —_— F * Deen 7 F 
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14 
1 
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5? 
10 
71 
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It appears then from the concurrent Teſti. 
mony of the moſt authentick Accbunts, 'thar | 
the Value of the Goods regularly imported to 
England, from 1666 to 1688, (except during 
the Prohibition) was from 1, foo, O00 /. to 
1, 300; o00 d. per Annum; And the Value of what 
was ſmuggled, was probably about 200,000 /, 
per Amum, the French Ambaſſador's Lady 2. 
lone being ſaid to introduce Goods without en- 
try at the Cuſtom Houſe,” in Charles the 2c! 
Reign, to the Amount of upwards of 30, ooo. 
per Annum. So that the whole Amount of the 
Imports from France to England, all Things be- 
ing included, was from 1, 300,000). to 1, 500, oool. 
Per Ann. And at the ſame Time the whole Amount 
of the Exports from hence t6 France was from 
300,000 J. to 500,000 I. per Annum; which 
left upon a Medium a Balance of one Million 
Sterling per Annum, in Favour of France; and 
this may be juſtly laid down as- the annual Gain 
of France formerly by her Commerce with 


England. 


How widely, Sir, have you therefore varied 
from Truth in ſtating what France loſes at 
preſent, at 1,880,000 J. per Annum; even tho! 
we {till pay her by your own Account 490,000 /. 
22 22 for ſeveral Commodities; So Fu 

u we paid nothing to France at preſent, 
RET = pos. in her Connie with 
England would be 2, 370, ooo l. per Amum. Are you 
not aſham'd, Sir, of delivering theſe Things fot 
Facts, and of. troubling the Gentleman you 
addreſs yourſelf to, and the World, with fuch 
- | e pdbaſtroi 


monſtrous Aſſertions, under the Form of Au- 


aſſure this Gentleman, at the End of your Diſ- 
courſe, That Truth and Exattneſs have been your 
principal Care, to which you have ſolemnly 40. 
ded with great Satisfaction in your own, Vera- 
city, They are the only Merit of a Performance 
of this Nature. „„ 1 


If you ſay, Sir, that the Accounts which 1 
have chiefly relied upon, differ from that 
which Mr. Fortry has delivered; and of which 
you give an Encomium at the End of your 
22d Page, declaring, That nothing could be more 
Authentick ; | fay, if you alledge this, then 
why. did you not abide by Mr. Fortry's Ac- 


count ? 


But I ſuppoſe you had a mind to mend an Au- 
thentic Account; for it is plain you have entire- 
ly departed from it in moſt 'of the Particulars ; 
you bring out your Total Amount of the Im- 
ports from France into England formerly to be 
2,370,000 J. per Annum; And by Mr. Fortry's 
Account they amounted to 2,600,000 J. You 
will perhaps imagine that in this you are more 
mederate than Mr. Fortry ; but does not every 
one reflect, that Mr. Foriry deducts from this 
Sum, the Amount of the Exports from England 
to France ? fo that all that France gain'd, ac- 

cording to his Account, was no more than 
1,600,000 l. per Amum; And he, who was 
an Engliſoman, could never have imagined, 
that ſhe could poſlibly have loſt more ; But 
you, Sir, have abundantly excelled him; 3 
- ave 
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have allowed France at preſent a conſiderabl 
Part of her former Advantages, and have yet 
brought her out a much greater Loſer, than Mr, 
Fortry could have done, had ſhe been abſolutely 
deprived of all theſe Advantages 


As I have already ſtated the Balance which 
France formerly gained by her Commerce with 
England, I ſhall now ſtate the Balance the gain 
at preſent from England; | 


An Account of the preſent annual Value of the 
| Imports from France Jo England; 


Wines, by a Medium of 7 Years 

paſt, 614 Ton per Annum, but 
including what is ſmuggled, ' may, 
be 2000 Ton per Annum, which 
at 407. per Ton, is = | 


Brandy, or Spirits, of all ſorts, by) 
a Medium of 4 Years paſt im-| 
ported into England, 2625 Ton 
per Annum, of which at leaſt two | 
Thirds, or 1750 Tons, are French | | 
Brandy; and allowing half as > 104,000 

much more French Brandy to be | 
ſmuggled, in all 2625 Tons, at! 
40 l. per Ton prime Coſt, which 
is at the higheſt Rate, The A-| 
mount of. this Article is —— } 


Cambricks, to the Value of 1 80,009 
Indico, Cocheneal, and Verdigreeſe, Sc. 245,000 


Kina A, AA . YL. . 
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paper, little, or none at all; Silk- 7 
Waſtecoats, Prunes, and = SD 
Plumbs, Olives, Toys, Hungary 13, 00 
and Lavender Waters, c. in all 


— Sc — : 
Total Annual Value - the pre- 
ent Im from France wh 405,008 


An Account of the preſent Annual Value F the 
Exports from England 10 France; viz. _ 


| | TY Le 
Tobacco from 15,900 to 20,0007 
Hhds. per Annum, at a Medium 
about 18,000 3 which at 67. per > 108,000 
Hhd. including F reight, and the PE 
Charges of Commiſſion, amount to 


Iron and Braſs Manufactures, Wool- 
len Goods, Whips, Saddles, ex- 
ported to Dunkirk, to the An 
nual Amount of about:.) 

Lead, to the Amount of about 15,000 

Tin, to about — — 4300 

Allum, to about en ooed.  - 36 

Tann'd Leather, to about — 8.500 

Copperas,. — — _ 1000 

Coals from England and Scotland, 5000 


Iron Ordnance; Horn- Plates, Wool-) 7 
Cards, Grindſtones, Hops, Hats, > ooo 
Silk Stockings, Tabbies,. J———_ 


Gz Brought 
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L 


Brought over ——— — ' 182,100 
Beſides which, there has been ex-) 
ported from hence to France Raw. 
Silk, per Annum, at a Medium, C 00 
amounting to about ——— _ ) _- 
Spaniſp Wool, (till our preſent War) 
but now gone. © La — — 
Total Value of the Exports from) 
England to France, per An 0 183, 100 
num, —— — — — 


+” SE „ 


the Tea, that is run in upon our Coaſt, great 
Part of it comes from Holland; or is what wa 
imported by our own Zaft- India Company: 
and being exported, is run in upon us again. 
Though I admit, that there is likewiſe Ie 
ſmuggled upon us from France. But this ſeem 
to be pretty well anſwered by the Refin'd S- 
22 Tobacco, which we clandeftinely ru 
4 Guernſey and Ferſey into France. And if 

we add to theſe the Value of the Corn exported 
from hence thither, to a conſiderable Amount 
1 = in 


e* ok 


00 
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in many Years, they will be, together, abun- 
dantly ſufficient to balance the Amount of 
the French Goods, which are clandeſtinely im- 
ported into England; 


LE Aer err Bo 2 X 

The preſent Imports from France | 
hither, ſent E * - , 405,000 

And the preſent Spores m ER 1g 

The preſent Balance in Favour of ?F̃ 
France, in her Commerce 8 221,900 
England, is — 9 
And the whole Loſs to France, by. the Diffe- 

rence between her former and preſent Com- 
merce with England, will thus be obtain'd ; 


. ooo, ooo 


Former Balance in Favour of Frante, 
2 Annum, 5 of 
Preſent Balance in Favour o — 
ber Annum. wnnm—— hs 22 8 


Loſs to France, being the Dips. 779,100 


This Sum of 779, 100 J. appears, a 
fore to be the preſent. Loſs to = from 
the different Stare of her former and N 


Commerce with England. 
Thus, Sir, i it appears that this Loſs i is not half 


che Amount of f »880,000 . at which extravagant 


1 


Sum you have ſtated it; and in examining this 
Subject, 1 have been far from e 


LE 

Value of the French Imports, or adhering tg 
any of the Suggeſtions of Davenant, who pro- 
duces many Arguments to ſhew, that the Ac- 
count of theſe Imports has been greatly over- 
charged; But his Deſigns evidently were to 
ſupport, as far as he was able, the Treaty of 
Commerce with France, which was ſet on foot 

at the End of Queen Anne's Reign; And there- 
fore I ſhall not offer to produce any of his Ac- 
counts, as I am not running into contrary Ex. 
tremes in oppoſition to you ; and am Cnſibl 
how much it becomes every Writer to adhere to 
Truth only, as far as he can obtain it, in a Sub- 


* 


ject of this Importance. 


But, Sir, 1 am next to examine the Loſs 
which you aſſign to France in her Commerce 
with Holland; this you ſtate at 1,702,090. 
per Annum, which you have deduced in the 
ſame extraordinary manner, that you have her 
Loſs in her Commerce with England ; that is, 
you never offer to deliver the former and preſent 
Balance in favour of France, and, from the 


„ . 4M 


Difference of theſe, to point out her preſent 


without once taking notice of the former and 
preſent Exports from Holland to France; which 
De Witt tells you at the End of his Account, 
had, in his Time, been very conſiderable, and 
are doubtleſs ſo at. preſent, in Naval Stores, 
_ Fiſh, Spices; and other numerous Articles-- 


Ai 
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As your Method of ſtating theſe. Accounts is 
thus egregiouſly wrong, ſo are your Particulars 
of the Commerce berween France and Holland, 
likewiſe very erroneous 3 But it will be too te- 
dious to expoſe the Miſtakes of each Article; 
However, that you may not charge me with 
aſſerting this gratis, I ſhall diſſect your firſt Ar- 
ticle, It runs thus, Page 43. The Dutch took 
« formerly from France, in Brocades, Velvet, Fa- 
« tins, and Silk- ManufaFures of all Sorts, ac- 
& cording to De Witt's Account, to the Value of 


« 1,200,180 J. Sterling per Annum.” 


Now De Witt tells you, at the Entrance of 
his Account, Page 270, That it is “ Lift of 
« Manufattures and Commodities exported out of 
France into Foreign Parts, eſpecially into Hol- 


land, according to a Scheme preſented to the 


« King of France by the Society of Merchants at 
% Paris.“ This, Sir, might have ſatisfied you 
that there were Merchants in France, the con- 
trary to which you have thought fit to aſſert. 
But this only by the bye. Now the total A- 
mount of the Value of De Viu's Particulars, 
beſides the Value of the Salt exported, is about 
30 Millions of Crowns, or 6, 750, coo J. Sterling, 
reckoning the French Crown at 4 5. 6 d. Ster- 
ling; It is from a Quotation of this in the Bri- 
tiſh Merchant, Vol. II. Page 232. that you have 
mentioned in your Performance, Page 22, that 
* the general Exports from France were com- 
* puted at 6,750,000 J. Sterling per Annum, and 
* upwards.” | 


It being evident therefore, that De Witt's 


Account comprehends the General Exports of 


France 


1 4] 
Frante to all Foreign Nations whatever; I ſhall 


produce the two firſt Articles of it, in Page 
the 270th of his Treatiſe. 


Crowns, 

t mo, © Great Quantities of Velvets, 

W Pluſbes, Satins, Cloth of Gold 

% and Silver, Taffaties, and other 

« Silk-IWares made at Lyons and 6,000,000 
Tours, which amount to per 

* Annum,— 
 2do, *©* Silk Ribbands, Tie 1 Paſe- 
&« ments, Buttons, Loops, made at 
Paris, Roan, and thoſe Parts, 
c Zo the annual Amount c 


2,000,000 


Total annual Value of the French} ©7991 
Exports of Silk-Manufactures, » ,000,000 


| L. gu 
'Or at4s. 6 d. the Crown. —1, 800,060 


— — — 


But, Sir, you have made the French L. Fier 


Exports of Silk - Manufactures 

England only per Annum, Pag 42 8 

38, of your Work, to be)) 
Therefore deducting this from her 

general Exports, the Remain- J L. Sterl. 

der is the Amount of her Ex- 1,200,009 


of Silk - Manufactures to 


all other Countries, 
Whereas you have made the A- ? L. Sterl. 


— — 


mount of her Exports of this Ar- 1,200,180 
rick to 2 __ to be — 


Which 


VTTTVVTVVTVTTCCCCTCTCCTCTCCTVTTCTCCTCCTGTCTCTCTCTCCTTTTTTT EIT 


4 
fe 
ly 


l 


IL 
Which is more than was left to be exported to 
Holland, and all the reſt of the World beſides. 


If you ſay that you underſtand this Account 
of De Wit?*s to relate only to the Exports from 
France to Holland; and that you do not eſti- 
mate the Millions there mention'd, as Millions 
of Crowns, but of Livres: I ſay, Sir, you have 
contradicted this before, in giving us the Total 
of this Account, viz. fix Millions, 750,000 l. 
Sterling, as the whole Value of the' general Ex- 

ts of France; in which Eſtimate you have 
conſider'd theſe Millions as of Crowns ; and the 
Account of De Mili's, as of the general Exports; 
and in this Senſe the Account is underſtood hy 


the Britiſh Merchant, from whom you have 


quoted the Total of it; you are therefore, Sir, 
moſt plainly found guilty of quoting and agree- 
ing to an Account, which makes the Amount 
of the Silk Manufactures of France exported to 
the whole World, to be only 1, 80, ooo J. per 
Annum; and afterwards you make her Exports 
of this Article to England and Holland only, 
1, 800, 180 J. per Annum, and beljdes tell us, 
Page the 2oth, that /be ſupplied yl the Nor- 
thern Nations of Europe with ber Syk Manufac- 
tures, —It would be acceptable, Sir, to myſelf, 
and ſome other of your Admirers, if you would 
acquaint us to what further Amount, you com- 
4. ſhe might ſupply theſe with her Silk Manu- 
ctures. 9 | 


The former and preſent State of the Coms 
merce between Holland and France, I muſt con- 
ſeſs, I have it not in my Power to ſtate exact- 
ly: and therefore, am not able to point out the 
| H pres 
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prefent Loſs to France in this Branch with any 
Preciſeneſs; I ſhall therefore, Sir, be more 
candid than to offer to give, as you have done, 
the Particulars ' of its Amount: It is certain, 
however, that there is a reciprocal Abatement 


in their Demands upon each other, the French 


at preſent take leſs Quantities of Fiſh, of Eaſi- 
India Goods, except Spices, and of the Nor- 
thern Commodities from Holland, than former- 


ly; and the Dutch receive leſs Quantities of 


Linens, of wrought Silks, of Wines, of Bran- 
dies, and of other Commodities from France, 
than in the former State of the Commerce 
between them; But it is certain that the French 
are, upon the whole, much the greateſt Loſ- 
ers wy this Alteration. 


5 8 to the Amount of this Loſa, all that I can 
do towards determining it, is to give the Opt- 
nion of two Gentlemen, who are allowed to 
be very able Judges in this Matter, and who, 
from a general View which they have taken 
of the preſent Alteration of the Commerce be- 
tween Holland and France, have eſtimated the 
whole Amount of the Loſs to France. by this 
Alteration, that is the Difference between the 
former and preſent Balance in I Favour, to 
55 about 700,000 /. fer Annum, | _ 


nf this be admitted, and 


am inftrot- 


2 that it cannot be very wide of the Truth, 
which however is ſubmitted to thoſe who are 
Judges in theſe Matters, the Whole — 
> wi 


Lok 


of the Loſs to France in her 
* Holland ll Rand tes 
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Loſs to iu in _ 8 | 
merce with England, as be- $9 795700 per An. 
fore determined, 

Loſs to France in her Com- 
merce 11 Holland, — 

Total 1508 to Nee in hg Fol 
Commerce with = 1,479, 1 100 per Am. N 
and Holland, — — | 


L. * > 


: 700,000 Per- Aun. : 


— ů ww.” 


Inſtead of 3. 582,092 J. to — you have raiſed 
it, by omitting to deduct the Value of _ 
Exports to orcs from England ad Holland. 


What is very extraordinary, is, that after 
you have troubled your Readers with your Ac- 
counts, and your Differences,” which- you have 
delivered with all imaginable Gravity, and thus 
brought out a Total of above three Million and 
an half Sterling as the Loſs to France in her 
Commerce with England = Holland, 0 11 
wiſely obſerve 0 | 


Hoco much the ee 8 if Trade = 
&« more or leſs in Favour of France, I cannot poſſibly 
determine with any Exatineſs, becauſe I have not 
been able to pocure any Account of the Value of 
< b. ſent Exports and Imports; be that as it 
- the Variation in her Trade with:'England | 
9 Mare Holland 75'/o much to ber Diſadvantage, 
that I think tis almoſt impoſſible for her to repair 
« that Loſt I any new Acquiſitions of Trade with 
66. . 5 ; that _ 28 not yet repaired 


85 105 
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ce it, the following Account will prove to a Demon. 
5 ſtration; . os . 


This is ſuch a Collection of Neſcience and 
Science, as is rarely to be met with in one Au- 
thor; you firſt ſay you cannot poſſibly deter- 
mine how much more or leſs than this Sum of 
three Million and an half, the general Balance 
of Trade, is in Favour of France; that is, you 
cannot tell whether or no this Loſs is repair'd by 
other new Acquiſitions; However, ſay you, be 
that as it will, though I cannot poſſibly tell 
this with any Exactneſs, yet I thick. it almoſt 
impoſſible for her to repair this Loſs, by any 
new Acquiſitions of Trade with other Coun- 
tries ; nay more, ſay you, I ſhall now prove 
* to a Demonſtration that ſhe bas not repair d it.” 
— What, Sir? though you cannot poſſibly tell 
whether ſhe has repair'd it or not. 


This, Sir, is undoubtedly true Tipperary, 
and as it is far beneath any Remarks, I ſhall 
only obſerve, as you do Page the 24th, upon 
Monſieur Colbert's Accompliſhments z ** The: 
„ Things naturally give one a high Opinion of th: 
« Talent of ſo able a Financi er.. 


But it is now become neceſſary for me to 
enquire into the preſent Acquiſitions to the 
Commerce of France, concerning which you are 
pleaſed to declare Page 35, That the French 
* are more addicted is Commerce, the Number of 
«. Merchants amongſt them is increas d, and they 
are become more induftrious in ſearching out new 
K | 8 « Channels 
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« Channels of Trade than they were in former 


And yet Page the 48th, you ſay, that there 


3 — 


ig a great Diminution in her Revenues, and 


that ſo great a Deficiency can have but one Cauſe, 


and that is a great Decreaſe of Conſumption and 


« Circulation, proceeding from Loſs of People, of 
« Manufattures, and TRADE,“ though you ad- 
mit they have more Merchants, and are more 
addicted to Commerce than ever. 


Again, Page the 19th, you tell us, that 


from the Year 1714, ſhe has been in a recover- 
ing Condition, And Page the 52d you ſay 
France is now in her Decline. © 4: 1 


With the ſame Kind of Conſiſtency you tell 


us Page the 12th, © That the Power of France 


« in the preſeut Situation of her Finances and Cre- 


« dit, is far from being formidable; and whatſo- 


ever tbey I ſhe] may boaſt, is incredibly leſs than 


« it was threeſcore Years ago, as I ſhall make 
* more fully appear, ſay you, when 1 come to ex- 
« -arnine into the paſt and preſent State of ber 
* Commerce ®®, And yet, Sir, after you have 
examined this State, and gone through it, you 
declare Page the 45th, That you © cannot poſſi 
M determine with any Exattneſs, whetherFrance 
* has gain'd or loſt in the general Balance. of 
* Trade.” In ſhort, there is no End of your 
Contradictions; and you ſeem, Sir, like Cad- 
nus, to have ſown Armies, which immediately 
riſe up and fight together. e 


As 
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As you therefore have furniſhed nothing to- 
wards explaining the Amount of the preſent Ac- 
quiſitions to the French Commerce, I ſhall lay be- 


fore the Reader the Obſervations of a judicious 
and knowing Merchant upon this Subject. 


The Annual Amount of the preſent Acquiſitions to 


the F rench Commerce. 
I 
5 In her Eaft _Fedia Trade 300,000 
. In her Turkey Trade, wherein) 
"* choc the Merchants concerned 
may gain little, yet France vend- © | 80 
ing more Goods than formerly, Ow 
her Manufacturers are paid for 
them, to the Nr Of ——— 
3. In her Exports of Sugar, Me- | 
5: 3 Paws - 3 90 
In Indigo and Cotton Wool 50, do0 


4 In her Trade with Spain, by 
vending more Woollen Manu⸗ C 
factures than formerly in Ola Ao, ooo 
Spain, and by her greater Share. C 
in the Flota and Galleons | 
6. In her Portugal Trade, 50,000 
7. In her Guinea Trade and Gums 6o, ooo 
8. In her Lalian Trade 50, O00 


9. In her new Gain, by employing $0 
250,000 


her own Shipping, and faving the 
Charges of e — 


— _, 


Total Amos: of the new "AY 
ſitions to the French Commerce, 1,760,000 


Per Amin. F 


Theres 
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Therefore the preſent. Reſult of the Alterati-, 
ons in the Commerce of France may be thus de- 

e Amount of the new Ac} J. 
8 — to the French Com- 1, 760, ooo 
merce, per Annum, — EE 
The Amount of the Loſs to France 

in her Commerce with England | | 
and Holland, as before determin'd (_ 72479190 

per Annum. — — — J—— 
The preſent Gain of France in her 1 28 | 

general Commerce per Anmum 1 280,900 


Having thus ſettled the preſent State of the 
Commerce of France, I haſten through the 
reſt of your Work; but I find myſelf imme- 
diately ſtopp'd by this moſt egregious Paſſage, 
Page the 52d. 8 | | | 


« And now, Sir, if after all we ſhould ſee the 
% Balance of Power in Europe that Perpetuum 
« Mobile in Politicks, to fix and eftabhſh which, 
« our Stateſmen plann'd, and our Armies fought 
« with ſuch glorious Succeſs, againſt all the Ef. 
* forts of France in her Vigour, animated too 
« by an enterprizing Monarch; I [ay, if we are 
* toſee this: Balance totally overturned at laſt by 
„% France in ber Decline, with a Miniſter in bis 
« Dotage, and an unaſpiring Ning, how caprici- 
aus is Fortune, and how unaccountable muſt our 
& Fate be * „ : 


_ - Certainly there never came from the Preſs a 

more oſtentatious, unmeaning Paragraph 27 
God! in what Work have you employed the 

excellent Lords Godolphin, Hallifax and Sunder- 

land, the great and victorious Dukes of Marl. 
borough 


. 


borough Lad Argyle 3 the Lords Cadogan, Star- 


hope and Stair, and all the other able Stateſmen 


and gallant Soldiers of the Britiſb Nation; They 
% plann'd and they fought, Tay you, with glorious 
- < Succeſs in order to fix a PRR YER TUUM MozgII᷑I. 
How capricious indeed is Fortune, and how un- 
accountable the Fate of theſe Heroes! that af. 
ter all their renowned Victories they ſhould thus 
be recorded; and have this Abſurdity ſung as their 
Eulogium by an Jriſb Dxvip. = 


After this, you proceed. to ſhew. us how pro- 
found a Philoſopher you are; © There has been, 
« ſay you, for ſome Tears paſt, and I have Reaſon 
© 79 believe there is at ibis time a ftrangevis iner- 
cc tiꝶ in that State, with a moſt unnatural Gravitati- 
ac on towards France, ubichit is zmpoſſible to account 
« for, unleſs the Carteſian Syſtem ſo long exploded in 
« Philoſophy, ſhould be allow'd to hold good in Po- 
A Jiticks ; and then the Activity of theFrench Tour- 


" 


& billon makes the matter plain. 


Tou have heard, Sir, I perceive ſomewhere 
of the Vis Tnertie of Matter, and likewiſe of 
its Gravitation ; and therefore you have intro- 
duced them here both together to ſhew your 
Learning, and have conſidered the ſame Object 
that is the Dutch State, as under a Vis Inerliæ, 
and gravitating towards France at the fame time: 
Bat, Sir, you are to be informed, that, when- 
ever the Vis Inertiæ of a Body is mentioned by 
Philoſophers, they underſtand it of a Body at 
Reſt, and this Vis to be the Oppoſition which 
it makes to being mov'd out of its Place; 
At the ſame time the Idea of Ae er a 


- o oF 1 
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Body, is the Idea of its Tendency to fome 
other Body; or, in ſhort, the Idea of the Yrs 
Inertiæ of a Body, is, of its endeavouring to keep 
its Place; and the Idea of the Gravitation of a 
Body, is, of its actually changing its Place, or 
endeavouring to change it; and you might as 
well have talked of a Dutchman, lying in his 
great Chair with the Gout, and running a Race 
at the ſame time; as of the Dutch State hav- 
ing at preſent a ſtrange Vis Inertiæ, and at the 
fame time an unnatural Gravitation to France. 


But, Sir, I have not dore with 8 
yet; for allowing you, that there is a Gravita- 
tion, or, if you will a Vis Inertia, in the Duich 
State towards France; which pitiful Alluſion to 
the Heavineſs of the Hollanders, I ſuppoſe you 
intended for Wit ; yet now you have got theſe, 
you only expoſe your ſelf worſe than before, 
by jumbling them together; and ridiculouſly 
tell us that the Newtonian Principle of Gravi- 
tation is impoſſible to be accounted for, but by 
Carigſian Vortices. | Ow 


You proceed next to inform us of the hap- 
py State of this Nation from 1678 to the Be- 
| ginning of King James's Reign; and here, Sir, 

ou ſeem to be deſcribing a GOLDEN PEBRTOD; 

ou ſay, © During this flouriſhing State of our 
* Commerce, Murmurs and Complaints ceas*d, 
* Rents advanced, and Induſtry meeting with its 
« Reward, new Mani facturrs were daily ſet up, 
« and Buſineſ in general carried on with Viva. 
* aity. The Poor "_ Employment, the Gentle- 


man, 


„„ 
«< man, the. 8 the Merchant, and Many. 
fairer, all ſhared the common. Benefit. 


1n which, Sir, you diſcover ſuch political Prin- 
ciples, as are very extraordinary to be publickly 
acknowledged: at this time; for it was during 
that Period, that the Liberties of England were 
almoſt intirely Extingyiſh'd, and the Crown Ab- 


ſalute; It was then that che worthy Lord Ruſſel, 


Mr. Sidney, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong, with 
other brave Engliſomen, were cruelly butcher'd; 
And the f Godfrey, the Popiſh Plot, the 
Danger of a Þopith Succeſſor, and other the moſt 


melancholy Circumſtances, agitated and ſhock'd. 


all honeſt Minds; yet. you think; fit to aſſert 
that, at this time, Murmurs. and Complaints 


| ceas'd: And as to. your Declaration, hat 


Buſmeſs in general was then carried on with Vi. 
wacity,, though. I am not denying; that we were 


| benckted by the Prohibition of mmerce with 


France, yet I am ſure that this Deſcription of 


T is moſt applicable to the Bel which 


as then carried on by Jeffreys, which it is cer- 
tain, was managed with moſt inſolent Vita. 


city. 


After this you deliver an "IE of ſome 
Acts beneficial to our Commerce, which, were 
paſſed in King William's Reign; and amongſt 
2055 ou mention Page 59, the Act of the 

illi 1am the Third, Cop 363; which, you fay, 
wa for encouraging the Silk. Manufacture with- 
Realm, and for the better preventing tht 


lap f the Jane 3 — Title —y 


+ ties one TH at r > <a hens ot. 


STO © ww = £A wy ras © Wo 


r 
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of your own forming; and is another frrong | 
Mark of the NaT1on : For: how, Sir, s thy 
Importation of a Manufacture to be prevented, 
which is teilbin the Realm, and has never been 
abroad? The Title of the Act, Sir, is, For the. 
further Encouragement of the Manufacture of 
Alamodes and Lutęſtrings within this Realm, and 
for the better preventing the Importation of the 
ſame: Had it been of THñE Alamodes and Lute- 
firings within this Realm, it would have been er- 
roneous, as well as your own Title: But this, 
Sir, is your Emendation; and, inſtead of be- 
ing the Language of Veſtminſter- Hall, is evi- 
dently of the Growth of a neighbouring 


ISLAND. : 


I have before mention'd your Propriety and 
Judgment in Compliments ; and, Page 56, you 
further diſcover your Sill in this Buſineſs: As 
an Inſtance of this, without the leaſt Provocation 
you acquaint the Gentleman you addreſs yourſelf 
to, of the good Effects from the facing of 
Bills. I dare ſay you had no Malice or 
Guile in this, and I am not going to charge you 
with any; on the contrary, I am convinced 
your only Deſign, was, to mention all that you 
knew about the Prohibition; and, as he is a 
a Gentleman of Diſcretion, I ſuppoſe, you ima- 
gined, he would take care not to meddle with 


what was improper. | 


You are extremely remarkable throughout 
your Work for your ridiculous Affectation of 
French Scraps, which you perpetually uſher in, 

re 2 3 oa without 


30 
without the leaſt Provocation; and the Etymo. 
logies you give of our Shalloons, and of our 
 Tamins or Stamins, ſtrongly diſcover that Pe. 
dantic Turn in you, which is offenſive to every 
Gentleman. 1 En 


Of the ſame fort is your Introduction of the 
Language of Veſtminſter-Hall, Page the 17th, 
and of Lewis's Fee-Simple ; you ſay, That, 5 
| ſpeak in the Language of Weſtminſter- Hall, 
Lewis ſpent the Fee-Simple of his Kingdom, aud 
in this Particular outdid even Cælar, fer Lewis 
wanted above Thirty Millions to be werje then ro- 
thing. It ſeems you derive this from Lewis's 
running 176 Millions Sterling in Debt; for, Sir, 
you tell us, Page the 24th, that the Income 
of his Revenue, clear of all Deductions, had 
been 7,200,000 J. Sterling, per Annum; which, 
at twenty Years Purchaſe, Intereſt of Money 
being at 5 per Cent, amounted to 144 Millions 
Sterling, and ſo wants 32 Millions of amount- 
ing to Lewis's Debt. Bur, Sir, who told you, 
that the Fee-Simple of the neat Revenue of the 
Crown, was the Fee-Simple of the Kingdom; 
when 1t does not include the Fee-Simple of the 
Salaries of the Officers, much leſs of the reſt 
of the Kingdom ? You are. thus perpetually 
_ _expoling yourſelf in attempting to diſplay your 
Learning; and whilſt you imagine you force 
our Applauſe, are only rendering yourſelf be- 
yond meaſure ridiculoun. 


; Tour Treatment of Cardinal Fleury muſt like- 
wiſe once more be examined; I have before 
es Wh : „5 8 men- 
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5 Gee France in een, might have 
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mentioned your ſetting him M as having great 
Perſonal Credit, and at the ſame time as hav- 


ing very little: And I muſt next obſerye the 
other moſt- inconſiſtent Accounts you. give of 
him; you allow, Page the 18th, that he is the 


 wiſeſt and beſt Miniſter now lrving : and, Page ho 


52d, you ſay he is in bis Dotage. 
The Accounts which you give a the In- 


| ſpector- General of our Exports and Imports in 


1663 and 1669, are ſtated by you, as uſual, 
without the leaſt Judgment, or Regard to 
Truth and Exactneſs: Can any one acquaint- 


ed with the State of. our. Commerce believe 
What you lay down, in Subſtance, that from 


the Reftoration to the Revolution, that is, to 


the ſettled Prohibition of Trade with France, 


we loſt about Two Millions Sterling per An- 


num in the general Balance of our Trade? 


Did you. conſider, Sir, that this was no leſs 
a Term than Twenty. Eight Years? out of 


which, if we deduct about Seven Years for the 


Time the Prohibition continued at the End of 
King Cbarless Reign, there will be left Twenty 
One Years, which, at T vo Million, per weg 


is Forty Two Millions Sterling in the whole; 


Sum, Sir, which every Man in his Senſes Ho 
agree,. ed we could not Cy: loſe Av ar 


| £100 


On the contrary, the Ia OA uh from 


whom you quote theſe Accounts, expreſly de- 


clares, in his firſt Report, that they deſerv'd no 
Credit: He ſays, Page the 25th, © 3 


cc upon | 


[ 62 ] 

c pon us, berwenn the Imports from 
e our Exports thiuber, and admit this Over-balance 
cc 75 have continued * time, lis evident, be- 
* ni all Diſpute, 2 gland was every Year 
« 4 Gamer in its univerſal Trade; 4=4 Gag 
cr thing can be a fironger Proof than the 


cc Accounts, Bullion being the true Superlucration 


(c 77 foreign 7 85 and Plenty of Bullion oc- 


« cafforting à preat Coinage : And from the Time it 
_ bas been 


* we carried on ſuch a laſt. 
* i and Aſtrutiue Trade with France, viz. 


oy « from 1659 70 the 2 . of December 1688, the 
% Mint had fall Employment, fince it appears from 
<< the Mm. Noll, that there was coined at that 
4 Period of Ti, 7 
I Gol, 3 8 6, 274,858 I 0 
In Silver, a c 4.203, 629 6 2 


In. all, 4 10,478,486 F 2 


Pape the 46th of his firſt Report, 
2 s theſe very Accounts which you 


uae in the following manner, 
"nn" _ Inporis, 4,016,019 18 0 
to 1663 5 Exports, 250225 812 oy © 0 


WS. ft 


= Fe pee ud Imports 1, 1,993,207 +0 o 


* Amo 281 Imports, erg nd 17 © 0 
to 1669 Exports, 2,003,274 19 0 0 


8 r 


nmel Exports, 21 132,864 18 0 0 


2 WWWWWWWWWGFGGGPW Gan et 


mw which he: adds, (which is 3 by 
wourle you may pleaſe he en eee 


it an 
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om thence and 
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„ 
« 25 3 there is of an Eure aptinff us, 
« all the World ouer, theſe' two Years; in which 
« ug Man in his right Senſes will deny; but that” | 
« * we: carried on a thriving Traffitk, 


1 you not aſham'd, Sir, of voting Ac- 
counts in this unfair Manner, and o producir 
the Inſpector- General as vouching for Thie Truth: - 
of Articles, which: he abſolutely tells you are 
oO erroneous? | 


FEA pears alſo fromthe Dole On, which he 
gives himlelf of the Manner bene he ob- 
tained theſe Accounts, how neceſſarily they muſt 
ſhew a great Over - balance againſt us; For lie 
fays. Page the 1th, of the ſame Report; « All 
« the. Light I have been able to gain into the Tranſ= 
t ations of puſt Times relating to the Exports 
„and Imports, is from. a Manuſcript remaining 
&« in the Cuftom-houſe ; which contains an Abſtrat# 
« drawn out almoſt in the fame Form as the Ledg- 
« ers of my Office, are now: kept, with the tben 
* Valuations of all the Commodities. But it only 
gives an Account of the ſeveral Goods and Mer- 

* chandiſes of the . —_—_ England, export- 
* 215 of % City of and an Acconnt 
« of the . Goods and Merchandiſe that. 
mere imported into- the ſaid City from Michael- 
% mas 1662 to Michaelmas 1663; and from 
% Michaelmas 1668 70 Michaelmas 1669; But 
* it takes no notice of what we properly call the 
* Re-Exports, viz. Foreign Goods and 4 
e Goods, carried to other Countries - by Certiſcate 
wb Time, or out of Time; whereof Conflderation 
* ſhould be had in ſtating the Balance between the 
r {zoo Kingdoms.” = So 


[ 64 ] 


So that it plainly appears, that the Accounts 
you have quoted from the Inſpector-General, 
are only the Accounts of the Imports into the 
Port of London, for the Years 1663 and 1669, 
and of the Exports of our Native Products or 
ManufaFures from the ſame Port; but not of 
the Exports of our Plantation Goods, of our 
Eaſt-India Goods, or of any foreign Goods 
whatever; yet theſe partial Accounts for the 
Port of London only, you confidently deliver 
as authentic Accounts of the general Exports 
and Imports of the whole Kingdom. = 


As I have here fully demonſtrated your e- 
gregious Errors, I ſhall take upon myſelf the 
Trouble of rectifying them, in ſome meaſure; 
and ſhew plainly to every one, beſides yourſelf, 
a near Eſtimate of the Value of our Exports 
_ Imports for the Year ending at Micbaelmas, 
16633 | 
RX ay Ed. 
Imports into the Port of Lon) 
don, by the Cuſt e (4,916,019 18 0 
Books, - 2 ” | | 
Imports into the Out-Ports, f 
eee at + more 1,338,673 | £9 
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Total Imports —— ——— 6, 354,793 4 0 


———U— — — 


Exports of Native Products, 

and Manufactures, from the „2 022.812 40 
Port of London by the Cu-( OP EY 
ſtom-Houſe Books —— 


Exi 


L 
Brought over, — 2,022,812 4 0 
1 e of native Products,) 2 
and Manufactures, from the > 674, 270 ws 8 
pins apnea at 4 more | 


orts of our Native Pro- | 
_ ducts, and Manufactures, * 2 ,697,082. 18 8 


Exports of Foreign and 


eee 
at the fame Amount... 163 


Total Exports of all Sorts | 5,394,175 15 4 : 


It appears that our Exports of Native 


s Cammadices to France amounted to 171,021 . 
65. 8 d. by the foregoing Scurns; 
_ . and that our Exports. of Foreign Products and 
Manufactures, amounted. for one Year to 
. 15 5. 7 d. according to the forego- 
ing LIST ; ſo that, with Regard to 
France, the Amount of our Foreign Goods ex- 
ported thither rather exceeded the Amount of 
our Native Goods; and it was the ſame in ge- 
neral, or more ſo, to other Countries; ſo that 


the Amount of the Exports. of Foreign and 


See may be thus eſtimated. 


i 


Native Goods may be laid down to be equal. 


And the State of our Commerce for the Year 


2. 5. . | 
Total Amount of Exports, | 
Anno. 1663 — . $ 53394175 15.4 


| Total Oe of Topo 


"es: e 4.9 


Exports exceed ; - LY 
W * —5 — n "= 


— 
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Sree 
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It is probable that our Imports and Exports 
for this Vear were ſome what near this Account, 
which approaches nearer to the Accounts of our 
Exports in 1699 and 17033 and that our Im- 
ports at this Time exceeded our Imports in 
1699 and 170g, is extremely probable, from 
the great Quantities of -F7#3ith"Goods imported 
upon us in 1663, and &cluded in thbſe Peri- 
ods: But the general Balance of Trade was ſtill 
at firſt in our Favour, though not near ſo con- 

ſiderably, as after Wards: But Lam not ſo much 
attempting in this Place to fix preciſely the 
Amount of our Exports and Imports in 1663, 
as to point out, Sir, how very unknow ing you 
vas in the Particulars: you have quoted. Is it not 
ridiculous to any Gentleman at all verſed in the 
State of our Commerce, to hear you gravely aver, 
as you do, Page 62, That our general Trad: 
ma, 3,695,878 l. O5. 9 d. 3. per Aunan 
c more io our Advantape an the fecond Period 
4 than in ibe firſt. That is, that from 1699 
to 1703, we gained almoſt four Millions Ster- 
ling per Annum more than from 1662 to 1669. 
To deduce which monſtrous A ſſertion is the ſole 
Deſign, as you tell us, of your profound Pos r- 
ern 4 BET 1 ES | 


FE Op „„ FFF 

I ſhall proceed no to ſum up your extraor- 
dinary Atchievements and Accompliſhments, 
_ having already ſufficientlyiexpatiatedion the Par- 
ticulars of them; but I think it firſt neceſſary to 
_ make it ſeriouſly appear, that in this Work, if! 
have treated you with ſome Severity, I have, 
however, not departed from Candor-z and have 


only - expoſed thoſe Teal Abſurdities, which 
X ———— ——— 1 2 

2 from the full Strength; ind moſt 
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Tigorgus Efforts of your. Genius, As an in- 

diſputable Inſtance of this, I muſt tell you, 

that I obſerved, Page 19, the Deſcrip- 


tion of your /zcond Period of the State of 


France; Which is there expreſſed to be from 
France 


1668 to 1714 during which, ſay you, 


flouriſhing Condition, extending her Trade, en- 
Gh derer in 


have of Contradictions, yet, as you there men- 
tion the Continuance of your fr# Period beyond 
the Treaty of Nimeguen, and ſo on to the Com- 
mencement of the War; I am willing to allow 
the Year 1668 to be an Error of the Preſs in- 
ſtead of 1688 : In this you muſt acknowledge 


have treated you fairly; and I have been far 


from being fond of charging you with Guilt, 
where IT have had the leaſt Cauſe to ſuppoſe you 
had no Malice at Heart. e 
. . Having thus acquitted myſelf from all juſt Im- 
pararion of Wart of Cardor, you muſt now 
ſuffer me to do Juſtice to your real and indi/- 


2utable Merits, however offenſive it may be to 


your Modefty; I congratulate you, Sir, upon 
the Propriety and Happineſs of your Compli- 
ments; upon your extraordinary Diſcernment, 
and the Diſtinction you have found between 
Jewels and Effects; upon the Conſiſtency of 

4 0 44-#: hr # ob . 8 8 „ your 


. 
your Accounts; the Loſs of all public Credit 
in France; and at the ſame time, your Inſtance 
of this Credit being accepted both by Subjects 
and Foreigners; upon the recovering and de- 
clining Condition of France, at the ſame Junc- 
ture; upon your Deſcription of Cardinal Fleury, 
whom you ſhew to be the viſeſt, and beſt Mi- 
niſter in Europe; and at the ſame time in his 
Dotage; upon your Scraps of French, ard your 
Skill in Etymologies ; upon your Knowledge 
of the Law, and your Legal Execution of 2 
Frinch Manufactures. 


— WO) 


I give you Joy, of your demonſtrating the 
State of a Balance, which you declare at the ſame 
time you cannot poſſibly determine; Of your 
Meridian of Lewis's Greatneſs, and of your 
Golden Period in England ; Of your Vis Inertiz 

- and Gravitation ; and of your accounting for 
the Newtonian Principles by the Carteſian Vor- 
tices ; Of your Act for preventing the Impor- 
tation of the Silk-Manufactures within this 
Realm ; Of your limiting Nambers infinitely 

great, and fixing a Perpetuum Mobile with glo- 
rious Succeſs: 5 ̃ | | 
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Theſe, Sir, are Accompliſhments peculiar to 
yourſelf, which you will ever be renowned for; 
And as you will enjoy the Reputation of them, 
ſecure from all Envy, you are in this, Sir, more 


| fortuna te yourſelf than Lewis or Cz ſar. 


But it now becomes me to be ſerious ;—As to 
the Gentleman you addreſs yourſelf to, He is 
open, as all other Gentlemen of ſuperior Merit 
; and Rank, to Aſſaults and Dedications TT 
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Low Writers; it is a Tax He muſt patiently 


ſubmit to; and it is owing to the Luſtre of his 
excellent Accompliſhments, that He is viſible 
to ſuch Authors. Thoſe Proofs He has already | 


given of the moſt quick Diſcernment, and 
cleareſt Judgment, accompanied with a graceful 
Eloquence, place him in the firſt Rank of the 


young Gentlemen of this Age; and are an 


Earneſt to his Country of what is juſtly. to be 

from his full Maturity. And amongſt 
his excellent Qualities, is not to be forgotten 
the Sincerity of his Friendſhip; Which He lately 
manifeſted on the moſt important Occaſion; 
The worthy Sentiments, and manly Reaſoning, 
which He then diſcovered, will ever be re- 


corded to his own Honour, and to the Honour 
of his GREAT FRIEND, whom He fo 


juſtly, and powerfully vindicated. 


I am now drawing near to the Cloſe of this : 
Work; in which, if I have exploded the falſe 


Reaſonings, and Accounts of the InQuIRER 
with ſome Indignation, it has been owing to 
the juſt Senſe which I have of the Importance 
of the Subject; a Subject, which I was amaz'd 
to ſee enter*'d upon by that Author, with ſuch 

culiar Weakneſs and Confidence. If Calcu- 


ations and Accounts of our own Revenue and 


Commerce, or of thoſe of neighbouring Na- 
tions, begin. to be obtruded upon the World, 


with the ſame Levity and Unconcern as Farces 


and Romances, it is high time that ſome Ex- 
amples ſhould be made of theſe hardy Writers; 
That the juſt Attention which is paid by Gentle- 


men of Diſcernment and Knowledge to Sub- 


jects of this ſort, may not perpetually be a- 


ſhamefully miſled in Matters of this Conſe- 
QUENCE 3 


buſed ; Nor other Gentlemen, leſs knowing, be 


mY 
. 
„ - 
4 A 
* 4 
EEE - 


70 


quence; it being evident, that theſe Writers, 


without ſome 7imely Correction of their Er. 


rantry, will imagine they have found a nw 
Province to port in, unknown to their Prede- 
ceſſors.— I have therefore ſeized this Offender, 
who ſeemed to me eminently fear/e/s and hardy; 
and I have inflicted ſuch Puniſhment on his 
Recreant Carcaſe, as wil be uſefu}, I hope, in 
deterring his Brethren from the ſame ſort of Ad. 
Ventures. 5 | | 

As to the Eſtimate, which I have myſelf 
given of the preſent State of the Commerce of 
France, it any Gentleman ſhould imagine it too 
high, I would beg of him to conſider that the 
preſent Acquiſitions to the Commerce of France 
are in a different Channel from her former Ad- 
vantages, which conſiſted chiefly in the Proſpe- 
rity of her Linen and Silk Manufactures ; where- 
as, her preſent Improvements are in her Woollen 
Manufactures, her Eaſt-India Traffic, and her 
Plantations, and in the more flouriſhing State 
of her Shipping and Sea-Ports, where they are 
not ſo eaſily ſeen; and fall little under the Ob- 
ſervation of thoſe who make the Tour of France, 
tho? at the ſame time they eaſily remark the De- 
clenſion of Lyons and Tours, where the Silk Ma- 
nufactures formerly proſpered. ä 


Gentlemen who conſider this Variation in the 
Commerce of France; who have obſery*d the flou- 
riſhing State of her Sea-Ports, and the preſent In- 
creaſe of her Shipping; As I have with ſome At- 
tention in a three Years continuance in that King- 
dom, will readily agree to my Aſſertion; That 
the Balance of Commerce, in favour of France, 
is not leſs than it was before the ReyoLuT10N, 
but rather increas'd; though the Effects of it, 1 
admit, are leſs generally ſpread upon the Inland 


Parts of that Kingdom. But 
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be moſt hurtful to her Neighbours, particularly 


Great Britain; And at the ſame time the French 


Court is leſs liable to Complaints from the Peo- 
ple; Who were formerly ſubject to extreme Di- 
ſtreſs, when they were collected in great Num- 


bers in the Inland Trading Cities, and depended 
entirely 7 707 the Export of their Manufactures 
abroad; THEN upon any Prohibition in foreign 
Countries, they were reduc'd to the utmoſt Mi- 
ſery. But the People of France are AT PRESENT 


leſs liable to be diſtreſſed in this manner; and 


in caſe of a War with any of her Neighbours, 
the Reſources of the French Crown are as great 
as ever, and the Complaints of the People will 
be z/s than formerly. 


And though it is certain, that the Power and 
Strength of Britain are now greater than ever, 
particularly our Naval Force, which is increas'd 

to an amazing height by the Wiſdom and Care 

of the late Miniſtry; yet, how far it may be 
expedient for us to engage in a War upon the 

Continent, will require to be very deliberately 


weigh'd; and ought to be ſupported by much 


better Arguments, than the Huzæa's of the Peo- 
ple of Offend, upon the Landing of the Britifo 
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e time I am ſenſible it is highly 
requiſite, that we ſhould aſſiſt her Hungarian 
Majeſty with Supplies of Money, with which 
ſhe will be able very powerfully to vindicate 
her own Cauſe: and whilſt we continue this 
| Method 


At the 
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Method. Affiſtance, . ſhe will be oblig 6 
exert to n the * N 
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F Vader this Mechod w ne can eaſily Ne: 2 
Sur Afiiſtance to the Neceſſity of the Service; 
"and can at any time diminiſh, or withdraw; 
as we ſhall fee requiſte : But we ſhall find: 
Ourſelves more ſtrictly ty'd down to. A: Wal 
upon the Continent, if once . engage 0 ith; 
and it may juſtly be feared thy 
great Difficulties, in quitting i 5 5. e 
Hour to the N ation. | 
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12 hort, it is certain Kun the” Bi whe of the | 
Hauch King over his; Kron ple; Is 
' ſolute as ever; that he 
Mien, for A Armies and NR pa 
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ties of a War. There cah*the 2. 8 
of the powerful Efforts Hs e 
5 capable of making; how: füße T 5 25 

to put her upon making e 
coolly confider'd; When it is 
that we can expect by it, is duly, 
ting to ſome. Difficulties ' Oungſelvyg to 1 th 
common People of Fraxce una. which 
THey will patie x wh Ws 
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